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Pusutic Law 601, 79TH CoNnGREss 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-Ameri- 
can Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], 
chapter 753, 2d session, which provides: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RULE X 


STANDING COMM! EES 


* a * + , ” 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
RuLeE XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


a * * * 7 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a who!e or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, charac- 
ter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and at- 
tacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, 
and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any 
necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member 








RULES ADOPTED BY THE 83D CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 


. 7 * * * . . 


RuLE X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con- 
gress, the following standing committees: 


7 * + a * * . 


(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


* * . ” . * +. 


Rute XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* 7 . * * * * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American prop- 
aganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the producton of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 


VI 


INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA—Part 6 


TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 1954 


Unirep States House or Representatives, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
Un-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
San Diego, Calif. 


PUBLIC HEARING 
MORNING SESSION 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
pursuant to adjournment, at 9 o’clock a. m., in the Chamber of Com- 
merce Building, Hon. Donald L. Jackson (acting chairman), pre- 
siding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Donald L. Jackson 
and Clyde Doyle. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; William 
A. Wheeler, investigator: Mrs. Zillie Wheeler, acting for the clerk. 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will be in order. 

The chairman again wishes to state that any expression by the 
audience, either of approval or disapproval, relative to the testimony 
of any witness is not permitted under the rules of the c ommittee, and 
any such demonstration will result in clearing the hearing room. 

Are you ready to proc eed, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. Under the rules of the committee, a subcommittee 
of the full committee of the House Un-American Activities Commit- 
tee, consisting of Mr. Doyle, Mr. Scherer, who is absent, Mr. Jackson, 
who is acting as chairman, has been appointed to take testimony today. 

Are you ready to proceed, Mr. Counsel? 

Mr. TAvVENNER. Yes. sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Who is vour first witness? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Mildred Berman. Will you come forward 
please, Mrs. Berman? 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand, please? Do you 
solemnly swear in the testimony you are about to give before this 
subcommittee, you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mrs. Berman. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please ? 
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TESTIMONY OF MILDRED BERMAN 


Mrs. Berman. Mildred Berman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel, Mrs. Berman ? 

Mrs. Berman. No, I am not. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is the practice of the committee to explain to all 
witnesses that if they desire counsel at any time during the course of 
the interrogation, that they are permitted to consult counsel. 

Where do you reside, Mrs. Berman ? 

Mrs. Berman. At 1504 Brooks, San Diego. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are youa native of San Diego? 

Mrs. Berman. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were you born? 

Mrs. Berman. Phoenix, Ariz. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in San Diego? 

Mrs. Berman. Since 1954. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been employed at any time since 1934 in 
San Diego? 

Mrs. Berman. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been the nature of your employment ? 

Mrs. BerMan. Secretary. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee briefly what your edu- 
cational training has been? 

Mrs. Berman. High school graduate. I started college but didn’t 
complete it. 

Mr. TAvenner. Were you formerly the wife of Philip Berman? 

Mrs. Berman. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have occasion to do some work within the 
Communist Party in behalf of a Federal agency ? 

Mrs. BERMAN. Yes, I did. 

Mr. TAvENNER. When did you begin that work? 

Mrs. Berman. In the early part of 1941. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee how you began your 
work for a Federal agency within the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Berman. Do you mean that we were contacted by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation ? 

Mr. TavENNER. Yes. 

Mrs. Berman. And requested to go to work for them, becoming a 
member of the Communist Party and reporting to them ? 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes. So when you became a member of the Com- 
munist Party it was because of the request that had been made of 
you? 

Mrs. BerMAn. Very definitely, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. You did not become a member because of any agree- 
ment on your part with the principles of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. BERMAN. No, not at all. We were contacted by the Govern- 
ment before we made any contact with the Communist Party. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Will you tell the committee, please, the names of the 
first members of the Communist Party with whom you came in 
contact ? 

Mrs. Berman. The first member I came in contact with was La 
Verne Lym. 

Mr. TavennerR. La Verne Lym, L-y-m? 

Mrs. Berman. L-y-m, yes. 
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Mr. TavenNER. Will you tell the committee about that, please? 

Mrs. BERMAN. Well, mV former husband had known some people 
who were sympathetic with the Communist Party, and when he indi- 
cated his interest in becoming a member evidently Mr. Lym was noti- 
fied to call on us, which he did, and then filled an application out for 
us to become members. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did you become a member of the Communist Party 
at the same time that your former husband did ? 

Mrs. BERMAN. Yes, I did. 

Mr. ‘TAvenNER. I hand you a photostatic copy of a Communist 
membership card and ask you if you can identify it. 

Mrs. Berman. Yes, that is my membership card in the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. TAVENNER. In whose name is it made out ? 

Mrs. Berman. Mildred Berry, B-e-r-r-y. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is the name that you used in the Communist 
Party ! 

Mrs. Berman. Well, no. I used my own name, but on any written 
material at all I used this name, yes. 

Mr. TAVENNER. This card shows that Mildred Berry became a 
member of the Communist Party on November 15—that shows, rather, 
that the card was issued on November 15, 1943, and that you were a 
member of the bay section of the Beach Branch. 

Mrs. Berman. That is correct. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Your Communist Party ecard nun ber IS 87,435. 

Mrs. Berman. That is right. 

Mr. ‘TAVENNER. I desire to introduce the photostatie copy of the 

ird in evidence and ask it be marked “Mildred Berman Exhibit No. 
bet? 

Mr. Jackson. It may be so admitted. 

(The document above referred to was marked “Mildred Berman 
Exhibit No. 1” for identification and received in evidence.) 2 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did you later become a member of the Communist 
Political Association ? 

Mrs. Berman. At the time it wa changed to the Communist Polit- 

‘al Association, yes, we were still members. 

Mr. TAveNNER. I hand you a photostatie copy of a card and ask 
you whether that is your membership card in the Communist Political 
Association. 

Mrs. BerMAN. Yes; it is. 

Mr. TAVENNER. What number does it bear? 

Mrs. BERMAN. 438869. 

Mr. TAvENNER. In whose name is it issued ? 

Mrs. Berman. Mildred Berman. 

Mr. TAvENNER. What is the date? 

Mrs. BerMAN. For 1945, issued December 7, 1944. 

Mr. TAvENNER. I desire to offer that card in evidence and ask to 
have it marked “Mildred Berman Exhibit No. 2.” 

Mr. Jackson. It will be so admitted. 

(The document above referred to was marked “Mildred Berman 
Exhibit No. 2” for identification and was received in evidence? 


Retained in committee files. 
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Mr. TAVENNER. How long did you remain in Communist Party 
work as an agent of the Federal Government ? 

Mrs. Berman. I believe we stayed in until the early part of °45 or 
the latter part of 44. I don’t remember the exact date that we left 
the party. 

Mr. TAveNNER. What group or branch of the Communist Party 
did you become a member of ? 

Mrs. Berman. The Beach Branch. 


Mr. Tavenner. Did you join any other group ? 

Mrs. Berman. No: that was the on ly group. 

Mr. TAVENNER. What position did you attain in that group! 

Mrs. Berman. In that eroup I became dues and membership 


Mr. TAvENNER. Did you later attain a position, a similar position 
in the county or city organization ? 

s. Berman. Yes, I did; dues and membership director of San 
Diego County. Yes. 

Mr. TAvENNER. What were your duties as dues director of San 
Diego County ? 

Mrs. Berman. I was to] eep track of the membership of the Com 
munist Party and to collect dues and issue the receipts for dues and 
Ke ep a recor lat all times of the membership. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Will you tell the committee, please, when you be- 
ies director of San Diego County and how long you held 
that position ? 

Mrs. Berman. I frat kly don’t remember too well. I believe it was 
sometime in 1943, and I held the position for a number of months, 
close to a year, I would say. Now, 1 am not too sure about it. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you were appointed to that position, what 
records were given you showing you who were members of the Commu- 
nist Party at the time you to yk that position ? 

Mrs. Berman. I was given a looseleaf notebook with a list of mem 
bers in it and also listing the branches, the different branches of the 
Pe V. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have other information turned over to you 
that would give you information regarding the membership ? 

Mrs. Berman. Well, at the time when the membership cards were 
due for renewal the cards were given to me to be distributed to the 
members, the new membe1 hip cards. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that during this period of time you were 
working for the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Did you give that 
information to the Bureau ? 

Mrs. Berman. Yes; all information that was obtained was turned 
right over to the Bureau. 

Mr. Tavenner. How promptly was that done after receipt of the 
information by yous 

Mrs. Berman. As soon as possible the Bureau was notified and they 
received the report and the information as soon as they could con- 
tact us. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, if you can recall, 
the names of those who were nine in the Beach Branch of the Com- 
munist Party as leaders; that is, who became chairman or educational 
director or who held various positions in that group ? 

Mrs. Berman. Don Sumner. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Don Sumner. Mr. Chairman, he is the same person 
referred to yesterday as having cooperated with the committee and 
having testified in Washington. 

Mrs. Berman. And Laura Colwell used to come to our meetings 
more or less as a functionary of the county to help and advise us and 
assist us. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now can you give us more information regarding 
her position in the party ? 

Mrs. Berman. What the exact name or title of her position was I 
couldn’t tell you; I never knew. I knew that she was a functionary. 
I mean, she worked with the executive committee of the party and 
was probably a member of the executive committee. She also helped 
manage the International Book Shop and brought us our leaflets for 
distribution and our reading material, and she would bring that out to 
every meeting from the bookshop. 

She more or less helped to lead our discussions and assisted the 
branch in getting started. It was a new branch when we went into 
it, when we joined it. And my former husband was at one time 
organizer of the group. 

I believe Don Sumner was educational director. I am not sure 
about that. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Did you, after becoming the dues director for the 
San Diego County, attempt to keep any record or any systemized 
record of the membership of these various groups of the Communist 
Party aside from the official list that you compiled for the Communist 
Party ? 

Mis. Berman. Yes. I found that for my own convenience it was 
easier for me to keep this list, the membership list, on index cards so, 
when members were transferred from one branch to another, or out of 
the city, were dropped, I could just remove the card, and I kept their 
names on a group of index cards for my own use. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you were interviewed by an investigator for 
this committee, did you tell him that you kept such a record on index 
cards ? 

Mis. Berman. Yes; I told him that I remembered seeing it around, 
I didn’t know at the time for sure whether I had them at this late date 
or not, and I did locate them upon looking around for them. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have them with you? 

Mrs. Berman. Yes; I have. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understand that those index cards, which you used 
purely for your own convenience, contain in some instances the full 
name or, rather, the first name or the initials and the last name of 
individuals; some of them refer only to the first name. 

Mrs. Berman. Yes. We were not given, in most cases, the last name 
of party members, but we were given initials; and, of course, know- 
ing some of the people personally, I knew who the name belonged 
to, the full name. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you able from your recollection of the member- 
ship to take those cards which you prepared and to be able to identify 
many of the individuals by the designations that you have on the 
card ¢ 

Mrs. Berman. Yes; I am, some of them. Some of them I cannot 
identify. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Well, will you produce, please, the cards which you 
have found that you used in the manner you have mentioned ? 

Mr. Chairman. I would like to introduce those cards in evidence as 
one batch of cards and ask that they be marked “Mildred Berman 
Exhibit No. 3.” 

Mr. Jackson. They will be admitted. 

(The cards above referred to were marked “Mildred Berman Ex 
bit No a for identification an d received in evide nce, » 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, by the use of those cards will you identify the 
members that you can who were members of the C ommunist Party 
in San Diego during the period of time that you were the dues 

rector / 

I think it might be well in lentifving individuals to state what 
have written on the cards and, where the written material re- 
eshes your recollection, then state what it is you recall about 
iat name which enables vou to identifv an individual as a member 
f the } irty. 


Mrs. Berman. Well, the first one I have is Mary Hancock, and the 


full name is written on the card. I don’t recall the person personally, 
} that the name L have vrittel n this « rd. 
Che next one is Helen S.. who is Helen Sumner and was a member 


e Beach Branch, and at whose home we met most of the time. 

Che next one is Don Sumner. who - 

Mr. Tavenner. How does it appear on the card? 

Mrs. Berman. Don S. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Don S 

Mrs. Berman. Just Don S 

Mr. Tavenner. Whom you identify as Don Sumner? 

Mrs. Berman. Whom I identify as Don Sumner, who was also a 
member « f the Bea h Bi wc! nd who Wa \ orking for the post office 

the time I knew hin 

The next card is Manus .., whom I ident ry as Manuel Richman, 

cd he was one of 1e first pe ple that we met in the party. I did not 
know him too well. 

The next card is Victor R.. who was Victor Richman and a brother 
of Manuel, whom we also met at one of the first party laches which 
ve attended. 

Betty P. is Betty Pitt, who was the wife of Al Pitt and who was 

Iso l men bet of our brat h. 

\] r 1s Al Pitt I have on the card 1148 Archer Place, Pacific 
Beacl He lived inatrailer at that address. 

Dorothy O. is —— iv Olson, who is the wife of Ben Olson. who 
was also in the be: branch and who worked at Scripps Institute of 
Oceanogor ap yhy 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, during what period of time, according to 
your recollection. did either Dore thy o1 Bel n Olson work at Scripps ! 

Mrs. Berman. Well, all the time I knew them they were at Se ‘Tipps. 
I believe that was in 1942 or 1943. It has been so long ago it is hard 
for me to remember. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Which of the two worked ; it Se ripps? 

Mrs. BermaN. Ben Olson worked at Scrip 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know where he lived ? 


Retained in committ 
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Mrs. Berman. He lived on the grounds at Scripps Institute. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what the nature of his employment 
was / 

Mrs. Berman. I am not just sure. It was very vague, and party 
members didn’t talk too much about things like that, especially where 
there might have been a connection with the Government, and so 
forth. 

Did I vive you Ben O. ? 

Mr. TavENNER. No. 

Mrs. BreRM AN. Ben Q. is Ben Olson, about whom we have just 
spoken, and I have down here that he was at one time educational 
director for the branch, the Beach Branch. 

Mr. Tavenner. How does that appear on your card ¢ 

Mrs. Berman. On the right hand side was “E. D..” which was my 
abbreviation for educational director. 

Jennie L. is Jennie Larson, who was not a member of our branch, 
but was quite an active party worker, and I have “D. MM.” in the right 
COri ed, which ind ute s I im sure, dues and membership ad rectol ot 
her branch. 

Elmer L. is Elmer Larson, who was the husband of Jennie Larson 
and was also quite active in the party, and I have “E. D.” in the right 
hand corner, W hich indicates he was educational director of his branch. 

Bert D. is Bert Dugdale: he and his wife were party members when 
we joined. I can’t recall exactly; I behleve they left town after we 
became members of the party. I don’t recall them in the latter part of 
Our ii embership too mucii. I wey were pa \ functionaries when we 
first came into the party. 

Helen D. is Helen Dugdale. 

Carmen E. is Carmen Edwards. I saw her at several meetings. | 
didn’t know her personally. 

Laura C. is Laura Colwell, about whom I spoke previously, and, as 
I say, was a party functionary quite active and was at times in charge 
of the International Book Shop. 

La Verne—lI just have La Verne, nothing else—is La Verne Lym, 
who was a party functionary who recruited us into the party and was 
a very active party member during our period of membership. 

Fritz E., I have a pencil notation after the I., M-r-i-c-k, it is Fritz 
Emerick, a member of the party, and on the righthand I have “EK. D.,” 
and then “D.” and “M.” which shows at one time he was educational 
director and dues and membership director of his branch. 

Lois—I just have Lois—is Lois Vidaver, V-i-d-a-v-e-r, who was the 
wife of Matthew Vidaver, who was the county organizer during the 
last part of our membership in the party. 

Bert L. is Bert Leech, who was the head of the party in San Diego 
when we became members, and I have “78,” indicat Ing that he belonged 
to branch No. 78—F. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now this is the first we have learned of a branch by 
the number of 78—F. 

Mrs. Berman. Our branches were designated by numbers as well as 
Beach Branch, or industrial, o1 East San Diego. 

The only branch numbers I remember are 78-O, which was our 
branch, 78—-F, 78—B, and 79-W. And then they had a branch just 
called the industrial branch. I am not sure, but I think the branches, 
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78 and 79 possibly stand for congressional district. Aren’t we in the 
78th or roth congressional district ? 

Mr. Jackson. It is probably the assembly district. 

Mrs. Berman. The assembly district, I mean. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have on your card “A. A.,” after his name. 

Mrs. Berman. Yes. That, Iam sure, indicates that he went into the 
Army. As I recall, he enlisted into the Army. I don’t remember 
when. It was a short time after we became members. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, we have received testimony at this hearing that 
he was the actual head of the party, though other persons held the 
open position of county organizer or the head of the party. Now, what 
was his employment ; do you know anything about that ¢ 

Mrs. Berman. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know if he had any ? 

Mrs. Berman. I don’t recall he had any. I know that he was at 
almost every meeting we went to in the beginning, and it was very 
obvious that he was the head of the party here. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. 

Mrs. Berman. I have on the card Hoyt, which is the last name of 
Hal Hoyt, and I have on the right-hand side “org.,” which indicates 
he was organizer of his group. 

Matt V. is Matt Vidaver, who was county organizer of the party 
in the latter part of our membership. 

I have on the card John L. Patton, and his age 24, and he evidently 
was a member of the AFL and was in one of the groups assigned to 
work with labor. 

Mr. Tavenner. You do not know of your own knowledge what 
group in labor he was assigned to ? ; 

Mrs. Berman. Well, evidently the AFL; that is what I have on 
here. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; but there were a number of different locals. 

Mrs. Berman. Oh, no; the local I couldn’t tell you. I don’t know. 

Vera Patton, and I have her age as 19. 

Phil is Phil Usquiano, who was an active party member. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will youspell the name? 

Mrs. Berman. U-s-q-u-i-a-n-o. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give us further identifying information 
relating to him ¢ 

Mrs. Berman. No. I remember him at meetings. I don’t know 
him personally at all. 

Paul Hamm. 

Gladys Gatlin, age 19. 

Then on this card I have “Red,” and a parenthesis, Oliver Hagen. 
“Red” was the name given to me by the Communist Party, and I later 
found out that name belonged to Oliver Hagen, and it was a nickname. 

Judy Leslie. 

Cosby was the name given me by the party, and I later identified 
that person as Co by New some. 

Olive Elkins. I have noted on the card she was transferred to Oak- 
land January 26, 1943. 

Geneva is Geneva Newsome, wife of Cosby Newsome. 

Julie P. is Julie Perlmutter. whom I did not know too well. I ean’t 
identify or say too much about him. 

Mr. Tavenner. Please spell the last name. 
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Mrs. Berman. P-e-r-]-m-u-t-t-e-r. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Is that aman ora woman? 

Mrs. Berman. Man. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know how the first name is spelled ? 

Mrs. Berman. I have it J-u-l-i-e. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the information that you have for us re- 
garding him ? 

Mrs. Berman. I don’t have any information regarding him. 

Evelyn C. is Evelyn Christian, who was a member of the Beach 
Branch, and I have noted on the side she was dues and membership 
director. 

Lynn is Lynn Londa, who was not a member of our branch but did 
attend. 

Mr. TaveNNER. How do you spell the name? 

Mrs. Berman. L-y-n-n L-o-n-d-a. 

Bill is Bill Conver, who was a member of our branch and at whose 
home we had several party functions and some meetings. He lived in 
Ocean Beach. 

This Loretta A. I am not sure about, so I would rather not—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me suggest this: That if you are unable to 
identify the name that appears there do not read it out. 

Mrs. Berman. I see. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Just those you are able to identify. 

Mrs. Berman. J. F. is J. Fouts, who was a member of our branch, 
and I have his address as 7575 Eads in La Jolla. 

Mildred B. is myself. 

Lacey K. is Lacey Kyle, who was a member of our branch. I don’t 
believe he held any position in our branch. 

Leo G. is Lee Gregovich, and I have on the right hand that he was 
organizer of his branch. 

Bob A. is Bob Anguis, and I have that he was dues and membership 
director of his branch. 

Harry H. is Harry Hunt, who with his wife Lillian were quite active 
at the time we were taken into the party, were party functionaries. 

Harry S. is Harry Shermis, whom I don’t know too much about. 

Bill D. is Bill Decker, husband of Frances Decker, party function- 
ary, and his main work in the party was working with labor, labor 
organizations with industrial branches. 

Celia S. is Celia Shermis. 

Fran D. is Frances Decker who was the wife of Bill Decker and 
who was one of the top party functionaries in this country. 

B*% have it McD., is Bee McDermott, and I have a notation she 
was dropped in December 1942. 

Jim J. is Jim Jump. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you wait just a moment, please? Go ahead. 

Mrs. Berman. Carl C. is Carl Callender, and I have a notation that 
he was dues and membership director of this branch. 

Lill H. is Lill Hunt, wife of Harry Hunt. 

Frances Lym, wife of La Verne Lym, and Phil Berman, who was 
beach organizer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I would like to substitute for the 
original cards photostatic copies and permit the witness to retain her 
original cards. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. The photostats will be admitted. 
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Have you finished with your cards? 

Mrs. Berman. Yes. 

Mr. JACKSON. I wonde1 if the originals of the eards could be handed 
up here. 

(The documents were handed to the members of the committee. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Berman, have you also turned over to the staff 
of the committee other cards containing names, party names and first 
names that you personally could not identify / 

Mrs. Berman. Yes; I have. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do those cards constitute all the cards that you 
mace out, or did you have other cards ? 

Mrs. BerMAN. Well, there were some cards missing. As J said 
before, when we quit the party, when we left the party, of course all 
information that we had had been turned over to the FBI and I de 


stroved eve rything e| ethat we had. How these ecards happened to be 


kept I still haven’t the vaguest idea, but they were kept, and I remem 
bered I had seen them arcund. When I was told about this commit- 
tee I looked for them and found them in a storage room and found, 
because they were index cards, my mother, who was a great recipe 
saver, decided when she needed an extra card, she pulled one of these 


out and wrote a recipe on the back of it, so there are a few cards miss 
ing. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you retrieved one card having a notation 
indicating something of that on it. 

Mrs. Berman. There was a card, which had on the back of it, evi- 
del thy she was interrupted inthe middle of he recipe, because it says 
she had no idea what the cards were, they were convenient, so she has 
on here “Orange bread for luncheon.” 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated earlier in your testimony that there 
were turned over to you the various cards or books of the Communist 
Party members at the time it was necessary for them to reregister, 

Mrs. Berman. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. If I understod you correctly. 

Mrs. Berman. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. You do not have any record at the present time of 
the persons whose cards were turned over to you’ 

Mrs. Berman. No; I haven't. 

Mr. Tavenner. There has been testimony indicating there was a 
rofessional group of the Communist Party in San Diego. Do you 
ave any personal knowledge of the existence of such a group? 

Mrs. Berman. Yes; there was such a group, and that information 
Was given me when the records of the party were turned over to me, 
and it was indicated that it wasn’t necessary for me to know who they 
were, and that they were people who, because of their jobs or their 
position in the community, could not afford to be identified with the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you maintain a list of those persons on your 
list with other members ? i 

Mrs. Berman. No. As I recall, I did not have any names on a list. 
It seems to me that I did have some of their names, now that I think 
about it. Just the first names, and a lot of times I felt that many of 
the names that were given me, especially from that branch, were not 
the true and correct names. but were aliases that were used. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Did you handle any of the reregistration cards, 
did any of them pass through your hands, of persons who were mem- 
bers of this secret group in the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Berman. I only remember two, and I think the reason I re- 
member them was that we had known, and my former husband had 
known, these individuals personally, and we made quite a bit of com- 
ment about the fact that their names were found among those 
members. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, who those two 
members were ? 

Mrs. Berman. That was Lou and Ida Pollack. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whet] ier that information was given 
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation at the time you received it, 
or shortly thereafter ¢ 

Mrs. Berman. That was very definitely given to them; yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that you Briel in this area, in San 
Diego, as a secretary. 

Mrs. Berman. Yes. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Were you at any time ¢ mployed nm an aircraft pro- 
duction company here in San Diego? 


Mrs. Berman. Yes. I worked for Consolidated as assistant engi- 
neering librarian, and then, of course, after I left the party I was 


employed at Ryan Aeronautical C o. for a few months. 

Mr. Tavenner. In either of these employments, did you find pres- 
ent there any person k nto you to be a menimwer of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mrs. Berman. Well, I recall an incident of knowing someone that 
we had seen at party meetings and whose name I also had on one of 
these cards, I am sure, but it must have been one of those that was 
lost. 

Mr. Tavenner. Or used— 

Mrs. Berman. Or used for recipes. 

Mr. Tavenner. By your mother. 

Mrs. Berman. And I knew him, and I spoke to my husband. My 
husband was working at Ryan at that time, too, and asked him if he 
would go out and casually walk by and see if I was correct in identi- 
fying that person, which he did, and he said “Yes,” that I was right, 
and we reported the fact to the FBI that he was employed at Ryan. 
He was a party member. 

Mr. TAveNNER. What was his name? 

Mrs. Berman. Obed Rosen. He used the name of Whitey Rosen. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think it is fair to state, Mr. Chairman, that he is 
not employed there now. 

Mr. Jackson. Mrs. Berman, out of your own knowledge of the or- 

ganization of the Communist Party in San Diego, how many branches 
lid you know of? 

Mrs. Berman. It seems to me there must have been 8 or 10 or 
something; I couldn’t tell you definitely. I just don’t remember. 

Mr. Jackson. Total membership? 

Mrs. Berman. The total membership was between a hundred and 
a hundred and fifteen. 

Mr. Jackson. These names you have given us, Mrs. Berman, do 
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you know of any who had left the party before you terminated your 
association ¢ 

Mrs. Berman. Well, I did mention 1 or 2 I think I had noted on 
the cards had been dropped or transferred. Whether they actually 
transferred to another c ity as Communists or not I don’t know. 

Mr. Jackson. But as of that time, at the time you had your asso- 
ciation, all the people were members in good standing in the party 
except as you have noted it in your testimony ? ¢ 

Mrs. Berman. Of course, there are some here that I wouldn’t know. 
These were party members at the time I kept these records, and, of 
course, I wasn’t membership director the last year of my membership, 
so, you see, they might have dropped during that time. 

Mr. Doyzz. That was what you were, you were not dues director? 

Mrs. Berman. 1944, I was dues director the first part of 1944, but 
not so very long. 

Mr. Doytx. Was there a full year when you were not dues director ? 

Mrs. Berman. Oh, yes; I didn’t become dues director until 1942 
or 1943, the early part. And I was dues director through 19438, the 
end of 1943 and the beginning of 1944. 

Mr. Doyte. But you didn’t leave the party until December 19442 

Mrs. Berman. That is right. 

Mr. Doytr. That is when you left the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Berman. I was not dues director from the very first part of 
44 until the end of °44, when I left. 

Mr. Doytx. You left December 7, 1944? 

Mrs. Berman. I did. 

Mr. Doytr. I have that. 

Mrs. Berman. I couldn’t tell you the date I have. 

Mr. Doyte. I think your testimony was you left the party in 1945. 

Mrs. Berman. Well, the testimony was in the early part of *45, and 
the only reason I am mentioning that day is when my husband left the 
service we decided—when we knew he was going to get out of the 
service—we decided to les avet the ps irty. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle seems to be a little psychic. 

Mr. TAveNNER. What was the amount of dues collected from each 
individual ? 

Mrs. Berman. I have the photograph of my book in the back there, 
with the stamps in it. 

Mr. Tavenner. While we are waiting for that, what disposition did 
you make of the dues collected by you? 

Mrs. Berman. Well, it was turned over to somebody in the book- 
shop; usually I turned it over to somebody ve was in the bookshop. 
It could have been Laura or Fran Decker, whoever happened to be 
there. 

Mr. Tavenner. By Laura, to whom do you refer? 

Mrs. Berman. Laura Colwell or Fran Decker. I would not turn 
it over to the same person each and every time. The amount of the 
dues on here is 25 cents and 5 cents for an anti-Fascist fund. 

Mr. TavenNnerR. What do you mean, 25 cents for an anti-Fascist 
fund? 

Mrs. Berman. No; 5 cents for an anti-Fascist fund. 

Mr. Tavenner. Or 5 cents for that purpose. 
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Mrs. Berman. That was sort of an extra little tax which was sup- 
posed to go into a fund to fight anti-Fascism. What they did with it, 
I don’t know. 

Mr. Jackson. Not anti. To fight fascism. 

Mrs. Berman. That isright. It wasa fund to fight fascism. I see 
here in March it was raised to 10 cents a month. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have any personal knowledge of any other 
method used by the Communist Party to raise funds to finance its 
operations ? 

Mrs. Berman. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were special donations made or collected from 
individuals? 

Mrs. Berman. Oh, I am quite sure that they were. 

Mr. Tavenner. You had no part in that yourself ? 

Mrs. Berman. I had no part in that myself; no. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee what you ascertained 
during the period of your membership as to the objectives of the Com- 
munist Party in this area? That was not your duty, I imagine, to 
study communism, but what were their main objectives in this area, as 
far as you could ascertain ? 

Mrs. Berman. Well, one of the main objectives was recruiting, and 
they primarily concentrated on the working class of people, people 
who were not quite satisfied with things the way they were. I mean, 
minor ity races. They used to go after them pretty strongly, and the 
laboring classes of people, anyone who wasn’t satis fied with perhaps a 
deal he got from employers or something like that, and, of course, then 
we passed out leaflets many mornings in some of the housing projects, 
at least one that I remember; and education, they were always concen- 
trating on educating the public, and that is what these hi indbills were 
for, supposedly, passing them out in front of the aircraft company, 
when the emp Jloyees came out from work or went to work, and I think 
the two main things were rec ruiting and education. 

Mr. Tavenner. We would be interested in knowing what motivated 
you in accepting the assignment of working within the Communist 
Party. 

Mrs. Berman. Well, to be perfectly honest, it wasn’t strictly patriot- 
ism by any means. It was more, I guess, for the adventure of the 
whole thing. We couldn’t quite understand, if you remember at that 
time we were very friendly with Russia and communism at that time 
was not particularly a threat, and we couldn’t quite understand why 
the Government was so interested in communism, especially when we 
were fighting Germany; and I remember when we would get a little 
disgusted at our life and the way we had to live, because we just didn’t 
have any social life at all with friends because we just didn’t have time 
for it, and especially after a Sunday morning when we would get up 
at 5 o’clock to distribute leaflets I used to grouch about that all the 
time, we would begin to think what was the use of it all, and then we 
would stop and think we were young and had a lot of faith in our 
Government and we felt that there must be something that they knew 
that we just weren’t aware of or they certainly wouldn’t spend all the 
time and effort involved in doing this sort of thing. 

We questioned it many times and wondered if it was worth it or not. 
I have to commend the FBI for spurring us on all the time. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Well, during the course of any of your meetings did 
you hear discussed or taiked about the use of force and violence to 
accomplish the dictatorship of the prone iriat as you hear so often 
spoken of and see so often appearing in Communist Party literature ¢ 

Mrs. Berman. Well, one of the things that impressed me was the 
fact that none of the party leaders in front of the rank and file member- 
ship, in front of us, would ever say anything about violence. They 
seemed to keep as far away from that as possible and I think just for 
the fact, they Just didn’t want to scare the rank and file membership. 

I mean | thi nk the \ got them in there on he pretens e of soe ial re- 
form and they knew by mentioning the word violence they would 


pro! ul ly scare some of them a ay. 

But I did hear a statement that was re peated to you} yesterday by one 
of our branch members, and it was off the record, it happened after a 
meeting of the ee. 

We had been discussing capitalism and this person got up and was 
talking I think to me mor th: in angeens else spec ifically, anyone else 
specifically, and she said, he orinne “d and she said. CW ll, t here will 
come the day when we cal tand all the capitalists up against the wall 


and shoot them.” 

Mr. Tavenner. Who made that statement / 

Mrs. Berman. Laura Colwell. I was quite stunned when she said 
that because it was the first remark of this type that I had heard. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why do you think the remark was directed toward 
you‘ 

Mrs. Berman. We were just discussing the educational that had just 
been completed, and just in the conversation she made that remark. I 
think perhaps I ought to tell you I think she was speaking more for 
herself than anything that was coming from the party. 

Mr. TAaveNNER. Were the members required to read the Communist 

Party literature consisting of works of Lenin? 
Mrs. Berman. Very definitely. You were assigned at each meeting 
to read something for the next meeting and just continuously to read; 
they wanted to contin uously educate you t¢ » the w: Lys of communism 
and it was not a request, it was an assignment that you read, And, of 
cours e, the People’s World. If eee of the ¢ ‘ommunists, 
you ek a subser Iption to the P eO} ple’s World, there wasn’t any ques- 
tion about that, either. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I think I have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mrs. Berman, was any inducement or promise made 
to you by any member of the staff in obtaining your testimony today ? 

Mrs. Berman. Oh, no; nothing at all. 

Mr. Jackson. I would like to repeat what I said yesterday when 
your former husband completed his testimony, that the unpleasant task 
which both of you performed was certainly of great help to your Gov- 
ernment, and the testimony of both of you has added to the sum total 
of the information that the American people have with respect to com- 
munism, its objectives and operation, its financing and its recruiting. 

The committee knows from having heard the testimony of a great 
many other people, who were employed as you were by the Bureau, 

that to undertake that work resulted in, as you put it, a complete seces- 
sion of social life and normal family life, and represented considerable 
sacrifice by those who undertook to obtain this information. 
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The committee is most appreciative of your cooperation, and with 
the thanks of the committee you are excused from further attendance 
under your subpena. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Jackson. Who is the next witness, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Laura Colwell Smith. Will you come forward, 
please ¢ 


TESTIMONY OF LAURA COLWELL SMITH 


Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand, please, Mrs. Smith ? 

Do you solemnly swear in the testimony you are about to give before 
this subcommittee that you will tell the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mrs. Smiru. Turn off the television. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you be seated, please. 

The Chair is not constrained to cut off any media of public infor- 
mation. 

Mrs. Smirn. You did yesterday. 

Mr. Jackson. No, it was not cut off yesterday. 

This is very definitely a matter in which the freedom of the Amer- 
ican press is concerned, and the chairman is not constrained to ask 
them. 

If you do not wish to be televized during the course of your testi- 
mony, the Chair will so instruct the cameramen. 

Mrs. Smiru. All right, do so. 

Mr. Jackson. Sit down, please. 

Will the television camera please refrain from photographing the 
witness. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. TavenNer. You are Mrs. Laura Colwell Smith? 

Mrs. Smirn. I am Mrs. Laura Smith, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you Mrs. Laura Colwell Smith? 

Mrs. SmirH. Once my name was Colwell. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell the name Colwell ? 

Mrs. Smiru. C-o-|-w-e-]-l. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is the practice of the committee to explain to 
witnesses appearing before it that they have a right to counsel if they 
desire. It is noted that you are not accompanied by counsel. 

Mrs. Surru. I don’t need counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well. Where do you reside, Mrs. Smith? 

Mrs. Smiri. 1041 19th Street. 

Mr. Tavenner. San Diego? 

Mrs. Smirn. That is my home, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in San Diego? 

Mrs. SmirH. Since about July of 1947. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to July of 1947, where did you live? 

Mrs. Smirn. In Long Beach. 

Mr. Tavenner. Long Beach. Did you have any employment of any 
kind in San Diego between 1940 and 1945? 

Mrs. Smrru. No. I came down here to a doctor for treatment for 
tuberculosis. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you live in San Diego at any time during the 
period between 1940 and 1945? 
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Mrs. Smrru. Yes. I don’t remember just when I came. I left 
here in November of 1944. 
r. TAVENNER. How long ha 


i you lived he re prior to November of 


rs. SmirH. I don’t know. I don’t remember just when I came. 
About 3 or 4 years, perhaps. 

Mr. Taverner. Mrs. Smith, there was introduced in evidence be- 
fore the committee yest rday a photostatic copy of the will of Mr. 
Teihe. In that will a trust was panes to pay the income 
from the estate to a daughter of Mr. Weihe during her lifetime and 
after her death the money was to be distr ee equi lly among three 
persons, William Schneide _ Dr. V. A. K. Tashjian, and Kmily 
Hillkowitz. 

By a codicil to that will der date of the 6th of June, 1944, the 
names of Elizabeth Roe and Laura Colwell, C-o-l-w-e-l-l, were sub- 
stituted in that bequest in the place of Hermine Hillkowitz and Dr. 
V. A. K. Tashjian. 

In this codicil to the will Laura Co we ll and Elizabeth Roe were also 
named additonal executrices of m8 will. 

In the former will or the original will there was only one executor, 
and that was an attorney by the name of Wilmer Breedon, but under 
the coal La ra ( olwell 2 d Elizabeth Roe were named additional 


Now, the committee has obtained from the « lerk’s office a record of 
the settlement of that estate. 
) u did qual ry as one of the executrices of the estate, did you not ¢ 
Mrs. Smiru. Yes. It isa matter of record. 
Mr. ‘TAVENNER. On the 13th aay of December, 1948, 1iere Was re- 
k’s offi a statement of account and cae and peti- 
tion for a partial distr bation of the estate. 

Mr. ¢ hairman, I desire to introduce in evidence a Copy of this 
report with leave to substitute a photostatic copy in lieu thereof. 

Mr. Jackson. It is so o1 dered. 

Mr. Tavenner. In this petition it appears that an inventory and 
appraisement of the estate was returned and filed showing the value 
OF the sain estate to be $29,798.15. 


] 4 ] 
celved 1n the ciel 


By \ ay ot partial distribution the petition sets forth that the 
resid one the estate coming under the trust provisions of the clause 
be distributed as follows: That is, by way of partial distribution, to 


Laura Colwell, the sum of $5,000; to Elizabeth Roe as : L partial dis- 
tribution, the sum of $5,000; to William iclienicnenan: as a partial 
distribution, the sum of $5,000. 

Did you receive the $5,000 referred to in this petition ¢ 

Mrs. Smirn. I am not the only person involved in this situation 
and I can’t answer unless the rest of them are consulted, too. 

Mr. Tavenner. We will be glad to have all of the persons who are 
involved in this, as you say, to answer the committee’s questions about 
it. Wecan only ask you about your part in it. 

Mrs. Smirn. That is right, but I can’t answer anything unless I 
know what the others will do, too. 

Mr. Tavenner. What the others may have to say about it would not 
affect the facts of the situation. 

Mrs. SmituH. Well, you have the facts. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did you receive your $5,000? 
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Mrs. Smiru. I said I couldn’t say anything about it unless I con- 
sulted all the others. 

Mr. Jackson. The answer of the witness notwithstanding, she is 
directed to answer the question. 

Mrs. Smirn. Why ! 

Mr. Jackson. The direction of the Chair is that you answer the 
question. 

Mrs. Smirn. It has been a long time ago and I don’t remember. 

Mr. Jackson. You have no recollection as to whether or not you 
received the sum of $5,000 ? 

Mrs. Smirn. No, I don’t recall it. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was in December 1948. 

Mrs. Smiru. No, I don’t recall it. 

Mr. Tavenner. You don’t recall. Possibly I can give you some 
later information that may refresh your recollection. 

I desire the document referred to to be marked “Smith Exhibit 
No. 1.” 

Mr. Jackson. It will be so marked and received. 

(The document above referred to was marked “Smith Exhibit No. 
1” for identification and received in evidence. )! 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer in evidence the final report, the 
order settline the final account and decree of distribution under the 
will filed in the clerk’s office on the 17th day of March, 1950, and ask it 
be marked “Smith Exhibit No. 2.” 

Mr. Jackson. It will be so marked and admitted. 

The cow ulment above re ferred to was marked “Smith Exhibit No. 
2” for identification and received in evidence. )? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Smith, under the provisions of this order it is 
provided that after deducting credits to which personal representa- 
tives are entitled, there is a balance for distribution of $8,663.23 in 
cash al d that the following described property be and the same is 
hereby distributed in the following manner: $8,633.23 to Laura Col- 
well, Elizabeth Roe, and William Schneiderman in equal shares, or 
one-third of said sum of $8.633.23 to each of said persons. 

Did you receive a part of that distribution in March 1950? 

Mrs. Smiru. All I know is that the estate was settled, the money was 
distributed, and that is all the recollection that I have. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Well, was any of it paid to you as a distributee 
under the provisions ? 

Mrs. Smirxa. It wasn’t my money. It passed through my hands, 
perhaps, but I don’t remember just exactly how much or when. 

Mr. Tavenner. What disposition was made of the money?) Where 
did it vo? 

Mrs. Smitru. It went to where Mr. Henry Weihe wanted it to go. 

Mr. Tavenner. And where was that? 

Mrs. Smirn. You better ask him. 

Mr. Tavenner. He is dead. You are the only one who is in a posi- 
tion to tell us. 

Mrs. Smirit. I can’t tell you because I don’t know. 

Mr. Tavenner. You don’t know what you did with the money? 

Mrs. Smiru. No, I don’t. ; 


1 Retained in committee files. 
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Mr. Tavenner. That was paid to you? 

Mrs. Smiru. No. 

Mr. Jackson. Did you receive the money? 

Mrs. Smiru. I suppose I did. 

Mr. Jackson. You received a considerable amount of money and 
you have absolutely no idea what you did with it? 

Mrs. Smiru. Not at all. 

Mr. Jackson. That is one of the most astounding statements the 
Chair has ever heard. 

Proceed. counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a matter of fact it was turned over to the Com- 
munist Party for Communist Party purposes, wasn’t it ? 

Mrs. Smirn. I didn’t turn it over to the Communist Party; no. 

Mr. Tavenner. But you know how that happened, don’t you? 

Mrs. Smiru. I didn’t turn it over. 

Mr. Jackson. Just a minute. The witness says she doesn’t know 
what she did with it. How can you say at this time you didn’t turn 
it over to the Communist Party? You might in a weak moment have 
turned it over to the Communist Party, isn’t that true? 

Mrs. Smirn. Could be. 

Mr. Doytie. I think, Mr. Chairman, the record will show the wit- 
ness said a minute ago that it passed through her hands. 

Mr. Jackson. It was traveling fast, it appears. 

Mr. Dorie. I am quite sure the stenographic report will show she 
said it passed through her hands, so if that is her testimony, of course 
she passed it some place to her knowledge. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. As part of the distributable share due the estate 
you were entitled to receive, according to the first exhibit filed, a one- 
third undivided interest in the north one-half of lot 3, block 31, 
Kolverwell and Taggert’s addition, city of San Diego, county of 
San Diego, State of California. What became of your interest in that 
real estate ? 

Mrs. Smiru. I live there. 

Mr. TavenNeER. You live there? That is your home? 

Mrs. Smiru. That is right. That is my home. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you pay anything to the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Smirn. For it? 

Mr. Tavenner. For it. 

Mrs. Smirn. Certainly not. 

Mr. TavennerR. What became of William Schneiderman’s interest 
in that property? 

Mrs. Smirn. Well, I don’t know. Ask him. 

Mr. TavenneER. When did you acquire the property ? 

Mrs. Smiru. At the death of Amy—I can’t even remember her last 
name now—Mr. Weihe’s daughter. 

Mr. Tavenner. So that was the property owned by Mr. Weihe at the 
time of his death which passed under his will? 

Mrs. Smiru. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. What became of the one-third undivided interest 
of Elizabeth Roe in that property ? 

Mrs. Smiru. Well, ask her. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, I am asking you. You are living in it, you 
are claiming it as your home. 


E's ENNER i Spoke OF ( QO) rie ar 
Mrs. Smiryu. Oh. Well, I don’t live on th rth one-hal 
Mr. TAvenNeR. What disposition was made of the h one-half? 


Mrs. Smirn. It was sold toa man by the name of Larry B 
Mr. TAvVENNER. For he much money é 
Mis. Smtru. I don’t remember es ly. Around tho ae 
think. 
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it paid toa real estate agent, t . 
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Irs. Smaru. No. 
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Mi Smiru. That is right. I do not know. 
Mr. Tavenner. Does Mr. Schneiderman know / 

Mrs. Smiru. Well, how would I know a thing like that ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I think you would have some idea of that. 

Mrs. Smiru. No, I don’t have any idea of that. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you know Mr. Schneiderman / 

Mrs. Smiru. I told you that I wouldn't talk about anybody. 

Mr. Jackson. It makes no difference what you told me. I am ask- 
ing you a question. Do you decline to answer the question ¢ 

Mrs. Smirn. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. On the ground of constitutional privilege / 

Mrs. Smirn. That is right 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Mr. Taverner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mrs. Smirn. You know the answer to that as well as I know it, and 
you Knoyv also that I am not going to answer. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you decline to answer ? 

Mrs. Smirir. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Claiming your constitutional privilege / 

Mrs. Smiru. I do. 

Mr. J ACKSON, Ve ry well. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. JAcKson. Just a moment, please, Mrs. Smith, just a moment. 

\Mirs. Smiru. I am sorry. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you have any questions? 

Mr. Doyir. One. 

With reference to the sum of money which you received under this 

ll, did you turn your interest in it or your control of your part of it 
over to someone else to handle, is that the reason you don’t know what 

ppened to it 


Mrs. Smiru. Well, I don’t exactly understand what you are getting 


Mr. Doyie. I am getting at this: Of course the record shows and 
you don’t deny that you received the money. You said you don’t re- 
ember. Now, to refresh your memory, Il am asking you what the 
fact is as to your share of this money under this will. Did you turn 
your share over to someone else to handle or to disburse, to pay out / 


lam not asking vou who you turned it over to; I am asking you if you 
irned it over to someone else. Is that the reason you don’t know ¢ 
Mrs. Saririu. Y I don’t have it now, if that is what you mean. 
Mr. Dorie. Oh.no. I mean, you said it passed through your hands. 
Do you 1 embe1 ving tl te , 


Mr. Dorie. I remember you saying it, too. Now, when it passed 
through your hands did you turn your interest in that fund over to 
someone else? I am not asking you who you turned it over to. I am 

sking you if that is the reason you don’t know what happened to it. 
Mrs. Smiru. Yes, 1 don’t know what happened to the final disposi- 


C10] ot 


Mr. Dorie. That explains why vou don’t know. 


Mr. Jackson. Have } ny further questions, Mr. Counsel? 
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Mr. Jackson. The witness will sign a voucher for her expenses and 
she is excused. 

( Whereupon the witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. This would be a very convenient time for a break. 
It is almost time. 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will take a recess until 10: 30. 

(Whereupon, at 10: 18 a. m., a recess was taken until 10: 30 a. m.) 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will be in order. 

Who is your next witness, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Stephen Wereb. 


TESTIMONY OF STEPHEN WEREB 


Mr. Jackson. Do you solemnly swear in the testimony you are about 
to give 7% fore this subcommittee, that you will tell the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth,so help you God ? 

Mr. Weres. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Weres. Stephen Wereb. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted you are not accompanied by counsel. 

Mr. Weres. No, I am not. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is the practice of the committee to explain to 
every W itness that he has the right to consult counsel at any time he de- 
sires during the course of the hearing. 

Whenand where wv ere you born. Mr. Wereb ? 

Mr. Weres. I was born in Alpha, N. J., April 27, 1898, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside / 

Mr. Weren. I reside at Inglewood, Calif. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Inglewood ? 

Mr. Weres. Eighteen years, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your for- 
mal education and training has been ? 

Mr. Werer. I have had grade school and I have had high school and 
I have had 1 year or part of 1 year at the University of Pennsylvania, 
and I have had business, advanced business training. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your profession or occupation ? 

Mr. Weres. At the present time I own and operate the Wereb 
a \ pe Wi iter Ser ice of Ingle WwW ood, Calif. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you had occasion in the past to work for a 
Federal agency W ith nthe Communist P arty ? 

Mr. Weres. I did. sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Over what period of time was that ? 

Mr. Wreres. Approximately from October of 1943 until the latter 
part of 1947. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Will you tell the committee briefly how you became 
employed in that work ? 

Mr. Weres. I was requested by the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion to take on this work, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. And had you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party or affiliated with it in any way prior to your being requested to 
become a Manan eny pine Party? 

Mr. Weres. I was not, si 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you testified in any Federal court procedure 
on the subject of communis m ? 
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Mr. TAVENNER. Dit ul at any time become a functionary the 


! t Ww] le wor fo) t } Federal B ren of | ive atiol 
Mr. Weren. Very shortly after I finished my 10 weeks of Marxist 
tra O e workers’ school I beeai 1 i tionary of our group 
\} | EN) ] \\ t 


\ Werer. I serve n about five capacities, sir. I served as a press 


director, I served as a membership director, I served as a treasurer, I 
lelegate t the th side. « otherwise k? is the 
ustrial s ) ( 1] 1 ce tio and county 
| 
{ I ci 
| \\ 
Mr. ‘7 r. B ' district manage 


wer ¢ i 
\\ n { } \]] ~ ( 
| { - \ i | ( } ey | 
bs Q h 
M ! WN SQ] f } 1 Party 
{ Lian ac 4 \ should 
{ ] WV, ? 
M Weres. Of t] | Angeles County area, sil 
M PAVENN She iS] n the editorial board or the managerial 
rd of the People’s World at that time, was she? 
Mr. Werer. No. she was not. 


Mr. TAVENNER. So it a situation of the ton Communist Party 
funectionary in the State directing you to work for the People’s World ? 


? Wr I} ric 1 I 
7 ? 
| TAVENNFI Phe } ter e) ced rc lx f the People’s 
1 rid 1) nnve no edo | { oneratio hieh We ld 
’ determining whether or no is A ran for the Com- 
Ocal ee 
‘ \ r 1 } ‘ 
\] Werep. | Lv ttended approx ately 20 district manacers’ 
meetings, and untold mber press di Ts’ meetine 
\ , ; ’ ] 
f a) sq re partv me} ers of each or nD. EKaeh 
‘ } ] omnt l 1] oO? e tl iT e tina iy reoard 
t ! lation. the progess of paner. 1 it ces dd everv time there 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 478] 


is a mobilization, as they call it, be it a strike, be it a large meeting, 
or be it a Sunday morning drive, which they also call a mobilization, 
they use this paper asa medium. It is of a Marxist nature and you are 
told that it is of a Marxist nature. Those things are told to you in the 
club. In fact, I have told it to many of them in my organization at 
that time as we were instructed to tell by the officials of the People’s 
World. One in particular was Paul Klein and the other person that 
I recall toward the last was a man by the name of Al Richmond. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Harrison George a member of the editorial 
staff / 

Mr. Weren. He was; but I have never met the man. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what Harry Kramer’s connection with 
the People’s World was? 

Mr. Weres. Not locally, sir. It might have been in San Francisco, 
but I didn’t know him as having local connections here. Pardon. I 
have read some articles that have been signed as Kramer, but I never 
met the gentleman and I wouldn’t know who he was. 

Mr. Tavi NNER. Will you tell the committee how you first became 
a member? Now, in answer to that question I am not asking you 
to give the committee any secret information regarding the methods 
used to get into the Communist Party. I don’t want you to state 
anything in regard to that. But I would like you to tell the com- 
mittee who you conferred with, who were the Communist Party 
members at the time of your induction into the Communist Party. 

Mr. Weres. It took me 3 months to gain membership as a Com- 
munist. The first thing I did was purchase the People’s World. 
In the People’s World there were always advertisings as to differ- 
ent functions and socials. Those were the only ones I could attend 
because they were open. They were for progressive-minded people, 
people who would stretch a little bit to the left and would be an 
easy prey. 

I went to a number of these. I recall one on Edgeware Road 
which was a graduation party for the Workers’ School. Another was 
given by a person by the name of Eva Shafran in the Embassy 
auditorium, and so on down the line, until I finally went to a os 
at, 2200 West Seventh Street in Los Angeles, and a person by the 
name of Wilhelmina Mays asked me if I was a Communist, she 
had seen me at many of the functions. I said, “No, I was not.” She 
said, “How come?” I said, “I don’t know. No one has attempted 
to sign me up.” She said, “Well, you are in.” She took me to one 
side at a card table and I was delighted. I was given a card to sign 
and that is what I wanted to do. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What induced you to become a Federal Bureau of 
Investigation agent in the Communist Party? 

Mr. Werres. Sir, I am a veteran of the First World War, and I 
love this country pretty well, and whatever this country does, whether 
it is Democrat or Republican, I like it pretty well. 

In my travels, in my business, I would go from one stop to another 
and I would be approached by people in 1940, 1941, 1942, with different 
literature. 

This literature didn’t sound anything American to me, and it dis- 
turbed me. I figured there must be something a person could do 
about it. 
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So I happened to meet a man who was in the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation at a function, a social party, and I told him, I said, 
“Gee, you know I am a little bit worried about this whole thing,” 
and that was it. And from that time on they took the ball and 
directed me as they would probably other agents that they installed 
into the party. 

a T \VEN NER Where did you attend the first meeting, your first 
meeting of . Commun t Party ? 

Mr. Weres. The first meeting of the Communist Party that I was 
order d to attend was at Paso de Gracia, in Redondo Beach. It was 
a party meeting and asocial. It was sort of an inaugural party for the 
new chairman that they elected at the home of Mrs. Laura Garish and 
Georgianna Garish. I believe. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the name of the club or group of the 
arty ¢ 

Mr. Weres. It was the Hawthorne Communist Club. 

Mr. TAVENNER. po roximately when was at meeting held? 

Mr. Werer. Some time in the early part of February 1944, s 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you remain with that group or cell of the Com- 
munist Party or did you progress from one group to another ? 

Mr. Weres. I remained within that , group until they began to put 
a plan in force where they started cutting up the Communist Party 
into smaller groups. They cut our gr ap up into six different groups; 
they had Redondo group, Manhattan group, the El Segundo group, 
Inglewood group, Centinella Valley group, and North Inglewood 
aeias [It is pretty hard to keep track of them. 

Mr. Tavenner. I do not want to t: ake the committee’s time here to 
g0 into a detailed study of the « “om pos} tion of those groups, because it 
does not pertain particularly to this hearing here in San Diego, but 
I think I should inquire from you at iia time as to what the general 
purpose of the Communist Party was in the Los Angeles area and in 
a general w ow it functioned. 

Mr. Werev. The Communist Party as to its work at the time that I 
went in was still the old revolutionary Bolshevik crowd. In 1944 they 
made a sort of a haphazard attempt to link with Browder and what 
not, and they became a little less revolutionary for a period of about 
10 months. After the 10-month period thev went back and they found 
some kind of a letter they called the Duclos letter and from then on 
they really became Bolshevik, but about everybody swore high and 
low that what they were going to do was overthrow the Government 
and at some of the meetings of the functionaries, in fact, the southern 
section of the functionaries, in regard to the Duclos letter, there were 
a number of people who stood up in this meeting and asked and de- 
manded that in the resolution of that meeting be embodied the demand 
that the workers of this country resolved the overthrow of the Gov- 
ernment and establish a proletariat dictatorship. 

From then on the party became more and more backward as to its 
contacts with anyone, only those people that they intended. 

Then during the 1944 period they were pretty well open to union 
membership. In other words, they wanted union leadership and they 
wanted them openly. 

After the Duclos affair this thing became tabu. In other words, 
union leaders were to be in and were to be trained in a Marxist man- 
ner but they were not to come out as open Communists. They pro- 
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posed at that time going along on anybody anywhere on issues which 
interested the Communist Party, never on general issues, never on 
genera! interest of the public not only on Communist issues. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, let us go back to your Hawthorne group of 
the Communist Party. How did it function in carrying out the gen- 
eral objectives which you described ? 

Mr. Weres. The very first move that the party made immediately 
after the second session of that supposed convention, the party began 
to train all its members for leadership, and one of the classes I at- 
tended the teacher told me—would you like to know his name? 

Mr. TaveENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Weres. William Kellas, he is an old-time Marxist. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell that name? 

Mr. Weres. K-e-l-l-a-s. He hasa class of about 15 of us at his home 
and he explained to us that this class is a cadre class. 

Mr. Tavenner. What do you mean by cadre class ? 

Mr. Weres. He explained that these cadres are people who will 
qualify for leadership in the party and he, according to teachings of 
the party, that he wanted to, or that the general principles and gen- 
eral aims of the party at that time was to train leadership 5 deep. 

In other words, there should be 5 chairmen, 5 membership directors, 
and on down the line. Well, everyone was kind of stunned a little 
by it, and I got nerve enough to say, “Well, Bill, what do you want the 
5 deep for?” He said, “Steve, I will tell you. If the Federal Bureau 
of Invest igat ion should come along and take the first group of leaders, 
we have the second group of leaders for functioning. If the second 
group of leaders are arrested by the police, we have the third group 
and on down the line wothout interruption of the program of the 
party. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was taught in the class by this man Kellas? 

Mr. Weres. That is right, sir. 

Mr. TaveNNeER. Who were some of the members of that class? 

Mr. Weresr. I believe there were persons by the names of John 
Houston, Lou Stark, Pete Johnson, Mickey Johnson, Mike Gorman, 
Irene Gorman. Well, at the present time it would be very hard to 
remember the others. 

Mr. Tavenner. Which of those persons were members of your own 
group? That Hawthorne group of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Weres. At that time they were still all members of the Haw- 
thorne group. 

Mr. Tavenner. All members of that group ? 

Mr. Weres. At that time still members of the group because they 
were just being trained for that fifth depth. Therefore they were not 
quite ready to cut up the party into small groups and small functioning 
sections. 

Mr. TavenNer. Who was the chairman of the Hawthorne group at 
the time you became a member in 1944? 

Mr. Weren. At that time a person by the name of John Houston, 
H-o-u-s-t-o-n. 

Mr. TavenNner. Can you recall the names of other persons who dur- 
ing your membership in that group became chairmen ? 

Mr. Weres. William Kellas became chairman, Dan McComb be- 
came chairman. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was that name? 
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Mr. Weres. Dan, D-a-n, that is the first name, for Daniel, M-c- 
C-o-m-b. 

Mr. Tavenner. What particular projects did the Hawthorne group 
or club of the Communist Party engage in ? 

Mr. Weres. Our greatest work out there was always People’s World 
leaflet distribution, assisting in picketing, and sup porting strike lines, 
and training some personally and some openly union leadership, as to 
Marxism. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was any special effort made by that group to 
infiltrate into labor unions 4 

Mr. Weres. In 1944 a person by the name of George Sandy, who 
was a full-time functionary and a full-time employee of the county 
was known as a full-time organizer, came to our group and told us 
that we were to get into YWCA, YMCA, and any liberal church, 
then banned a number of them that they didn’t want to be assoc ‘iated 
with, and teachers, the parent-teachers’ group, any political party 
where they might be able to get a foothold or a toehold in it. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell Sandy ? 

Mr. Weres. S-a-n-d-y. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the membership of the Hawthorne 
group of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Weres. At one time it was 87. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether there was any activity on 
the part of the Hawthorne group in connection with the work of a 
labor union in any of the oilfields or the oil industry in or near 
that club? 

Mr. Werer. I do, sir. Do you wish to have me relate it? 

Mr. TavenneEr. Yes. Will you tell the committee about it? 

Mr. Weres. On or about the early part of September 1945, a man 
came to the executive meeting of the club. Now, the executive meet- 
ing, sir, is a meeting of the functionaries of the club only, they guide, 
they prepare the agenda for the following meeting and they are the 
brains and the guiding hand of the organization. A man came and 
was introduced by Vernon L. Potter as Bert Coffey. He said 

Mr. Tavenner. Who said? 

Mr. Weres. Mr. Potter said that this Bert Coffey 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Mr. Coffey present ? 

Mr. Weres. Yes, he was, he brought him there and introduced him. 

And he said that Mr. Coffey was transferred from another Com- 
munist group in another area to our local branch and he was an 
organizer in the CIO oil workers, I believe, if I recall, I think it 
was one thousand something, a very small number. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mean the number of the local? 

Mr. Werer. The number of the union, that is right. And this 
man stated his case to the party, that he has a hard job ahead and 
it takes Communist movement and Communist leadership to organize 
this group, as he thought there would be a strike in the near future 
if his organization was successful. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was it said that ? 

Mr. Weres. Bert Coffey. I said that, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am sorry. I got confused between what Mr. 
Potter said and what Mr. Coffey said so I wish you would straighten 
me out on that. 
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Mr. Weres. Yes. Mr. Potter introduced him as a transfer from 
another group with his intention of organizing and working in that 
area. Then Mr. Coffey stood up and he stated what his job was, 
and requested the aid of the group. He especially asked for a secre- 
tary for himself in that group. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now explain that, what do you mean, asked for a 
secretary in the group ? 

Mr. Weres. Well, he had to have someone he could trust, he had 
to have a secretary to operate this local or whatever he was going to 
start, this CIO group. So he was given, or Irene Gorman was 
assigned to his office as secretary. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you mean she was assigned ? 

Mr. Weres. The executive committee assigned her. 

Mr. Tavenner. The executive committee of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Weres. The executive committee of the Hawthorne Communist 
Party assigned her to work for him. 

Mr. Tavenner. In his unit? 

Mr. Weres. In his union as a secretary. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was she a member of that union or was she just 
employed ¢ 

Mr. Weres. I don’t think so, because she was only a housewife at 
that time. 

Mr. TavenneErR. So she was assigned as secretary to Mr. Coffey / 

Mr. Weres. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. By the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Weres. That is right, sir. Now, he also asked for persons to 
pass out literature, mimeographed copies of whatever he had. I didn’t 
see any of the mimeographed literature. I think we assigned 8 or 4 
yersons to that. If I recall, there was a Pauline Sullivan, a Fern 
Susans 

Mr. Tavenner. Spell that last name. 

Mr. Weres. P-a-r-r-o-t-t. And I think the last one I can recall 
will be Mickey Johnson. 

Mr. Tavenner. Those were persons assigned to what job? 

Mr. Weres. Assigned to pass out literature at the gates of the Fl 
Segundo Standard Oil plant. 

Mr. Jackson. These were members of the Hawthorne branch of 
the Communist Party? 

Mr. Weres. That is right. The Hawthorne branch of the executive 
committee assigned them, and they couldn’t be assigned unless they 
were, 

Mr. Tavenner. Did I understand you correctly to say that Com- 
munists were requested to be assigned to this job by Mr. Coffey ? 

Mr. Weres. That was his request, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, what was to be gained, or what was the pur- 
pose, I should say, of the distribution of pamphlets by Communist 
members at the Standard Oil plant? 

Mr. Weres. I would explain that kind of crudely. I would say it is 
the same purpose they had of any other strike or any other infiltration 
they had, which were many, including the moving-picture strike, at 
which I helped to distribute literature, and the United States Motor 
strike, where I sold People’s World. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Well, I still am not quite clear as to what purpose 
would be accomplished or gained by the passing out of literature or 
pamphlets among the emp Jloyees of this union. 

Mr. Weres. After the second session of the 1945 Communist fune- 
tionaries’ convention there was an instruction given by a Dorothy 
Healy, who at that time, I believe, was acting secretary, organizational] 
secretary, of the Los Angeles County Communist group. She in- 
structed all functionaries and all those union members, union leader- 
ship, that all the strikes must be Communist led, and from time to 
time its progress was to be discussed with the Los Angeles County 
Communist Party. 

Mr. ines NNER. Was there any strike in progress a+ the Standard 
Oil plant at the time Mr. Coffey came to the executive committee of 
the Hawthorne Club? 

Mr. Wreren. Not at that time but later there was. This was a prep- 
aration for the strike 

Mr. Tavenner. I see. Very well. I interrupted you. You have 
given us the names of the persons who participated in the distribution 
of these pamphlets. 

Mr. Weres. That is right, and these same persons—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that ahead of the strike or during the strike? 

Mr. Weres. This was before the strike. 

Mr. Tavenner. This was before the strike ? 

Mr. Weres. That is right. This was the preparation for the strike. 

Mr. Tavenner. The pamphlets were actually distributed before 
the strike took place ? 

Mr. Weres. Some kind of pamphlet or mimeographed literature 
was, SIPr. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, did Mr. Coffey make any other request. be- 
sides requests for pe cig to distribute pamphlets? 

Mr. Weres. Yes; he also asked that Pe ople’s World be sold. At 
that time I was instructed by the chairman of the group to obtain 
bundles of People’s World. By bundles that means a hundred or 
more, for sale or distribution. 

Mr. Tavener. Where? 

Mr. Weres. At the El] Segundo Standard Oil plant gates. I went 
there in person to see that the y were distributed or sold. I just deliv- 
ered them to the home of Mickey Gorman; and he, I believe, was educa- 
tional director for a short time; and he is the person that saw to it that 
they were distributed at the gates of the North American—pardon me, 
that is another instance—at the E] Segundo Standard Oil plant. 

Mr. Tavenner. What relation was Mickey Gorman to Irene Gor- 
man ¢ 

Mr. Were. Mickey Gorman was her husband, and he also was a 
party member. He was for a short time an educational director. He 
was unemployed at all times. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Well, did Irene Gorman become the secretary of Mr. 
Coffey ? 

Mr. Weres. Irene Gorman did become secretary; and further on, 
at the People’s World’s request, I was requested by the People’s World, 
I also was requested if a typewriter was found it would be furnished 
to Mr. Coffey’s office, and I believe a typewriter was found. 

Mr. TavennerR. What is that? Wait a minute. I am not certain 
I understand you. 
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Mr. Weres. A typewriter for the use of the the office of Mr. Coffey. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Weres. I think it was found. One of the party members, I am 
not positive of just exactly who furnished it, but I did repair the 
typewriter and prepare the typewriter for that use. 

Mr. Tavenner. For Mr. Coffey’s use? 

Mr. Weres. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Mr. Coffey identify himself actively with the 
Hawthorne group ¢ 

Mr. Weres. Mr. Coffey’s transfer card came before the executive 
committee, and each of the executive committee me »mbers saw the card, 
and Mr. Coffey, I believe, appeared about 4 or 5 times at the different 
party meetings. that is, including this first executive meeting—and 
afterward, after the strike, I believe, I lost track of the man because 
he transferred out of our Communist group into another area Com- 
munist group. We sent the transfer card with him. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall to what place the transfer card was 
sent ¢ 

Mr. Weres. It was sent to the north part of the State, I would 
venture. 

Mr. Tavenner. Don’t venture. You mean you don’t know? 

Mr. Weres. I would only have to guess. 

Mr. Tavenner. Don’t guess. 

Mr. Weres. The northern part of the State. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall from what place the transfer to the 
Hawthorne club was made? 

Mr. Weres. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. You don’t? 

Mr. Weres. No; I don’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have stated that the conversation that took 
place was prior to a strike which later occurred. 

Mr. Weres. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. What occurred during the strike; do you recall? 

Mr. Weres. I don’t because I never went near this strike. I be- 
lieve the strike was held. Whether they won or lost I wouldn’t know. 
The only thing is the pickets did go as prescribed or ordered and the 
literature was distributed 

Mr. TavenneR. Just a moment. What do you mean, the pickets 
went as ordered ? 

Mr. Weres. Well, those people who were mentioned before as 
pickets, Pauline Sullivan and Fern Parrott, and Mickey Johnson, they 
did go to the picket lines. That I know because they reported back to 
the club that they spent a certain number of hours at the picket lines, 
one gate or another, I wouldn’t know which gate, and then how many 
papers they sold and how many they gave away, and those were the 
things I was interested in afterward. I had too much of other things 
to do and I was no longer interested in just the general outcome of 
what the strike was all about. I never was very much interested in 
the strike. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know where Irene Gorman is now? 

Mr. Weres. To the best of my knowledge she still resides, I believe, 
in Manhattan Beach. Now, that would be my best recollection. The 
last I saw of her was in Manhattan Beach, and I haven’t seen her 
since. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Do you know how long she remained on the assign- 
ment as secretary to Mr. Bert Coffey ? 

Mr. Weres. I think during the stay of Mr. Coffey as a representa- 
tive of that union, in his present position here. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did she remain active with respect to the Com- 
munist Party during that period of time? 

Mr. Werrn. Yes; she did. She was sort of a doublecheck on to see 
who came for sure, to see who came to the lines and who reneged a 
little bit, and if we sent somebody she would kind of check on some- 
body why she didn’t go or he didn’t go. I would say sort of a half 
security check and to see which party member was putting their whole 
effort into it and which party member was not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you identify Mr. Bert Coffey at this time, do 
you think? 

Mr. Weres. I think I could. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you seen him here today ¢ 

Mr. Weres. I think I have, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photograph and I ask you if you know 
whose photograph that is. 

Mr. Weres. That is Bert Coffey’s photograph, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the photograph in evidence and ask 
it be marked “Wereb Exhibit No. 1 

Mr. Jackson. It will be so marked and received. 

The photograph above referred to was marked “Wereb Exhibit 
No. 1” for identification, and received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Mr. Coffey return to the Hawthorne Club at 
ny later date, to your knowledge ? 

Mr. Weres. With the exception of those five meetings, I never saw 
Mr. Coffey afterward, sir. I lost track of the man, and I never did 
see him afterward. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you report to the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation the requests that you have told the committee that Mr. Coffey 
made of the executive committee on his first appearance before it 
for assistance to the union, to his union, prior to the initiation of a 
strike at Standard Oil? 

Mr. Weres. I did, sir, and all other activities during the time I 
had him under surveillance. 

Mr. Tavenner. As I indicated a moment ago, due to the fact that 
we are not concerned here with a full account of the operations of the 
Communist Party in Los Angeles, I am not going at this time ' ask 
you further questions regarding your experience there. sut I do 
want to recommend to the chairman that we keep the witness under 
subpena. It may be we will want to question him more extensively 
than I have just done. 

Mr. Jackson. The subpena of the witness will be extended to a date 
to be determined by counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions of this witness at this 
time. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. You mentioned that you repaired a typewriter for Mr. 
Coffey’s use. Do you know where that typewriter was used ? 


1 Retained in committee files. 
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Mr. Weres. It was in his office at that time. I don’t recall where 
he had his office. 

Mr. Doyte. Was that office in the building where the Communist 
cell met or not ¢ 

Mr. Werer. No; it was not. 

Mr. Doy te. Now, you said they went to the picket lines and reported 
so many hours. Were these Communist Party pickets paid some- 
thing for picketing the lines or not 4 

Mr. Weres. ‘To my knowledge at that time they werent, sir, be 
cause I was treasurer of the group : ind I paid no} ody anything. 

Mr. Doyxie. You sard Dorothy Healy had a party in the Los An 
geles area cae gave notice that all strikes must be Communist-cor 
trolled. I think that was almost verbatim your testimony. 

Mr. Weres. That is right. 

Mr. Dorr. Do you mean that the Communist Party in that area 
was so functioning that it was responsible for or initiating the strikes 
and putting at the head of them Communist P axty members ? 

Mr. Weres. Mr. Doyle, being a functionary of the party I had this 
much inside—not information but facts, as to the working and methods 


of the party. The method of the party was to make sure that the basic 
industries, such as aviation, steel, oil, shipyards, transportation, com- 
munication, were all Communist controlled. Now, I don’t say that 


they have achieved all of this, but this was their aim and this was 
the instruction that was given by some of the State officers, this Mrs. 
Healy, and they have carried this out in eve ry instance. 

Mr. Dorie. That was in 1944 and 1945? 

Mr. Weres. 1946 and 1947. 

Mr. Dorie. You left the party when / 

Mr. Weres. The latter part of 1947, sir. 

Mr. Doyuer. Good heavens, that means then that those Communist 
parties up in Los Angeles County, Communist cells, were systemati 
cally endeavoring to take not only control of the strikes but they must 
therefore have been trying to take control in those basic industries of 
the labor unions. 

Mr. Weres. That was their primary objective, sir. 

Mr. Doy te. It is still their objective as far as you know, isn’t it ? 

Mr. Weres. Yes, sir. They had at that time approximately 3,800 
members in the county and they had the more important groups 
put up into such as they would call them industrial sections 

Now, anyone they would put into this section was a person who 
Was experienced in the labor movement, in infiltration, and those were 
the people that would infiltrate these unions and they would manage 
to outlast at union meetings those who wanted to go home and just 
didn’t know anything about communism. 

Mr. Dorr. May I ask you to discuss more briefly and help us 
please, at least briefly, to get the transition which occurred in the 
policy of the Communist cell, or the Hawthorne Communist Club, as 
distinguished from their activities and interests before the Duclos 
letter which you mentioned and immediately afterward ? 

I think that Duclos letter came to the United States of Ameri 
from France and the evidence shows as a result of the Soviet Party 
activity in April 1945 or thereabouts. 

Mr. Werer. That is correct. 

Mr. Doyir. Does that refresh your memory / 
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Mr. Weres. Yes. The Communist Party after it became a sham 
known as the Communist Political Association—— 

Mr. Dorie. When was that? 

Mr. Weres. That was, I would say, somewhere in June. I didn’t 
attend that convention, and I didn’t get far enough in Marxism at 
that time, and I was not sent on any of these larger or more important 
functionary meetings. 

The only changeover that we noticed was the changeover that came 
through this person George Sandy, who was a full-time functionary 
and paid employee of the Communist Party, who came to us and said 
not to get excite -d about it . just read Browder’ s works and Browder’ Ss 
books, what is the difference, don’t get excited, it can’t last. Now, 
that was his only explanation 

At one time to prove this I was to lead the educational, which is a 
must at every party meeting. It consists of re ading, it consists of 
speaking and questioning of party members as to how much they did 
read, how much they did know, during that 1-hour period. 

The official that was supposed to appear to conduct this class didn’t 
come, and he delegated me to do it. Asa Marxist there I stuck. I 
was just plain no good. I wasn’t there to learn Marxism, sir: and, 
as I stated once before, I } ope to God I never have to learn the thing. 
I was there to find out what was going on, and he told me, he Says, 
“Steve, don’t worry about it. What do you care? Listen, this thing 
is just about ready to blow over,” and this was about 3 months before 
the Duclos letter, so I do not believe the party was ever sincere in 
trying to cooperate, not in real sincerity. 

Mr. Dorie. What do you mean, trying to cooperate ? 

Mr. Weres. With other national groups, suc h as the Republican or 
Democratic or other labor parties in order to cooperate as a political 
unit. All they wanted to do was to win the war after we went to war 
with Russia. Previous to that time, no matter what kind of letter 
would have come 

Mr. Doyte. In other words, until Mr. Hitler started to move into 
Russia. 

Mr. Weres. That is right. 

Mr. Dorie. The Communist Party in the United States was back- 
Ing Hitler. 

Mr. Werer. Well, I passed out a few things; I didn’t pass them 
out, but I had in my possession what was given to me to be passed 
out by a person by the name of Ben Richmond at one time, stickers 
for automobiles they said, “The Yanks Are Not Coming.” 

That was prior, way prior to my interest in the Communist Party 
or the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and those are things that 
irked me, and then I became aware there was something wrong 
somewhere. 

Mr. Dorie. May the record be corrected. I said until Mr. Hitler 
moved into Russia the Communist Party of the United States was 
backing Mr. Hitler rather than Russia. I want that corrected. 

Mr. Weres. That is right. 








_Mr. Dorie. May [say this. I am interested in the extent to which 
ie H: —— ne Communist Party, at any time during your member- 
ch p there, either as a club or any member in the club, was openly 


:dvocat 2 the use of revolutionary force and violence, if not at that 
me, ultimately as part of the Communist Party program. 


+ 
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Mr. Weres. During my stay in the party, sir / 

Mr. Dorie. Yes. 

Mr. Wenres. Yes, sir. There was a lady came by the name of 
Elizabeth Leech Glenn. 

She was delegated by the county educational committee to come out 
and teach this group and she told this group that there would be a 
revolution and when this revolution did come there would be people 
hurt, there would be many people killed, there would be a lot of 
bloodshed and also workers would be hurt, which was a thing that 
couldn’t be helped. 

On the second occasion another delegated teacher came by the name 
of Harry Hays. 

Mr. Jackson. May I interrupt you at that point. Who was going 
to institute this violence in which people were going to be injured ? 
Mr. Werers. The Communist Party under the Marxist program. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you. 

Mr. Weres. Then this second time, this teacher was delegated by 
the name of Harry Hays. 

I believe we met at the home of Dan McComb at that series of 
classes: I believe there were five in that series, and he was teaching the 
basic Marxism or Leninism. Leninism is really the method of Marx- 
ism; the method of carrying it out was to take first the election system 
of the United States, overhaul it. 

We questioned him about what he meant about overhauling the 
election system in the country. He said, “Well, let’s take the National 
Maritime Union. Those fellows are never in port, not one-third of 
them; how can they actually go out and vote?” He said under a 
Marxist setup, Marixist plan, we could have 1 party member vote 
for the whole group, that is, 1 person cast the entire ballot, as 1 person. 

Mr. Dorie. But if there were several thousand members. 

Mr. Weres. It doesn’t make any difference; that would be Marx- 
ism, the Marxist plan is just to have those representatives who are 
approved by the Communist Party to do its work. You may be nomi- 
nated in your own club group, sir, to become a treasurer, a member- 
ship secretary, or what not. The moment that list gets to the county 
Communist Party headquarters, bingo, you are out. There is an- 
other election called, they bring up the election over again and they 
elect someone else who they think would be better qualified or would 
be a better stooge. 

Mr. Doyrtx. May I go back to this question of force and violence 
again ? 

I think you said some member stood up and demanded that in a 
certain resolution there be included some revolutionary language. 

Mr. Weres. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. What resolution was that? 

Mr. Weres. That was at the first meeting where the Duclos letter 
became a big project. That was the first meeting of the southern sec- 
tion of the California State Communist Party. 

Mr. Doytr. That was approximately when ? 

Mr. Weres. The first part of June in 1945, 

Mr. Dorie. Where was that ? 

Mr. Weres. That was held in the Danish Hall which I believe is on 
24th near Vermont Avenue, and the delegates that came there all came 
with special passes. There were no ordinary party cards that would 
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let you in. They were all credentials. I was on the credential com- 
mittee at that time so I know. The party wanted to cleanse itself, so 
they set up 5 microp yhones, 1 was at the speakers’ stand, 2 on each 
aisle, and e very so often 1 party member would get up there and beat 
his breast and say how sorry he was that he cooperated with Browder ; 
what a dirty thing it was on his part that he deviated, and he prom- 
ised he would never do that again: that he would become a more, 
better and militant Bolshevik. It damn near killed me. I am sorry. 

Mr. Jackson. Did any of the functionaries ever get up and beat 
their breasts because they had collaborated with Adolf Hitler? 

Mr. Weres. No. not for Hitler. 

Mr. Jackson. Just for collaborating with Browder ? 

Mr. WEREB. Just with Browder. That was Browder’s meeting, 
May I continue on that? 

Mr. Jackson. Please do 

Mr. Doy1 J lent vho Browder was. 

Mr. Weres. Y« He was at that time the chairman of the Co) 
munist Political Association in the United States. 

Mr. Doryir. And had been the president prior to that? 

Mr. Weres. He was the president of the Communist Party, sir 

Mr. Doyur. President of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Wereps. Yes A man stood up after William Schneiderman. 
Mack Zimmer, and a number of others, and told how sorry they were 


for their sins, including George Lohr. He stood ae as Butch Gold 
stein, he identified himself ; saving he was a Communist for 11 
vears, that he had served in the Abraham Lincoln Brie ide as a Com 
! inst unde) 1 mal by the name ot John Jacob Carlson who was 


heutenant in that divisio1 : and said he was very sorry he ever even 
thought of cooper ition. He promised he would be more militant and 
he said the United States workers must re volt: : they have just got to 
revolt: revolution, that has to be established: a dictatorship of the 
proletari i. That was the end of his speec h. 

The next person who followed this speech was a man by the name of 
Ray Durant. He was a high functionary of the party or leader of 
some section or some organizer of another section that I didn’t know, 
and this Ray Durant stood there and he also bowed ind scraped about 
cooperating with Browder and he said in this thing that they were 
organizing at th , time if would hye embodied in that re olution which 


I } | reference to, this resolution, that his demands would be 
embodied and that resolution would be to ove ones the Government 
of the United States, to have the workers revolt and establish; he also 
den ( “1 the estab] shment of a Bolshevik ee a dictatorship of 
the Bolshevik. 

went on for a period of about 10 minutes, but those were the 
outstanding ons wl unted blood and they wanted it right how. 

Mr . Doy Le. About how many —e attenda nce at this conference, 
this convention t Tl wis righ 1 Los Angeles C ity ¢ 


XY Ls 


Mr. Weres. Y: ir, this is this same meeting we were speaking of. 

Mr. Doytr. Abe th and what ? 

Mr. Weres. 24t coud Vath mt Avenue. It was inthe Danish Hall. 
94th or 25th. Iam not sure whether it is 24th or 25th. Danish Hall 
isthe only wav I can g@ive it. 

Mr. Dortr. That is o1 ly about 3 miles from the congressional dis 
trict I represent in Los Angeles aoa now. 
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Mr. Weres. They never worried about whose congressional district 
they were in. That was never a stumbling block. 

Mr. Doytr. That is about 3 miles from me, I am west and my 
distinguished colleague, Mr. Jackson is east. Iam about 3 miles west 
of there, and he is east of there. 

Mr. Jackson. It is further from mine than it is from yours. 

Mr. Dorie. Let me ask you then, was there an objection from any 
voices In this convention or conference at 20th and Vermont which 
you have related, was there any objection to the revolutionary talk 
and speeches « f these men, or any of them ¢ 
Mr. Weres. No, there wasn’t. 

Mr. Dorie. Either at that session or any session ? 
Ir. Weres. No, here wasn’t. 
. Dorie. No protest ? 

Mir. Werer. No protest whatsoever, but in spite « f that there was a 
terrific applause and quite an upheaval at the time this statement was 
made, everybody was up on their feet applauding this man. 

Mr. Doyiz. About how many did ) , 

Mr. Wi REB. Between Oo and LOO ¢ cil t] ev were fu ctio} iryv 
de legates. 

My Doyi E. ‘I hese delegates came from what we} eral ot ographical 
irea ¢ 

Mr. \\ EREB. The ¢ southe rn sect ion: I believe fre MW) Bakersfield north 


to San Die 79 south. 


Mr. Doyli I notice you said that (,eorge Sandv came into the 
meeting 1944, early in 1944. and said for you folks to infiltrate the 
Negro liberal chure YMCA, YWCA, and PTA, and any politica 
party That was dak much your exact testimony. 


Mr. Weres. Yes, sir 
Mr. Doyitr. Now, perhaps I am particularly intere | in the Ne- 


eroes because I have the honor and responsibility of representing 
bout 100 of them in the ae a States Congres 
I want Apa tasincs a pend although I have never met vou before 


ind talked with you, [ don’t know what your answer 1S, were thers 
iny Negroes in that Hawthorne Communist group ? 

Mr. Weres. | think for a time we had one. We almost had to bribe 
t} 1S pe yr” Neoro t to come over there to this meeting. There was one 
woman, \ ell, she enticed him as much as she possibly could. Negroes 
are very hard to hold in the party. 

Mr. Dorie. Why, if you know ? 

Mr. Weren. ste db they didn’t find the p romised land they were 
told about, and in about 15 minutes they figured they would just. as 
soon go out and polish their ae and go out for a ride. They 
were much more interested in that than in party activities. 

We had three, I believe, has were Neate functionaries of the grou ip 
all through the whole county, that I knew of. 

One was known as Perry, and I really couldn’t even recall the other 
two names to you. 

Mr. Dorie. Didn’t the Communist Party membership and func- 
tionaries in the area with which you are familiar, make an extra effort 
to get in the Negroes, theoretically, at least, so they could help them; 
didn’t they make an extra effort to get members in their cells? 
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Mr. Werres. It was a continuous drive to hit minority groups, the 
Jewish, the Negroes, the Mexicans, and other small groups of different 
nationalities. They made a terrific drive to bring them in. 

Mr. Doyir. And after they got them in what was the treatment ? 


Mr. Werrer. As L te 7m you before, they didn’t find the promised 
land in a very _ ime so they just quit. In other words, they 
were not Marxist material and as long as you were not Marxist ma- 


terial the party 1 Ww case muc hi interested in you. 

Mr. Doyte. W ith reference to the YMCA, YWCA, and the PTA, 
as I understand l, you ir instructions and this club’s instructions and the 
group’s instructions were to anadeaden there. 

Mr. Weres. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Doyite. You said these instructions in 1944 were to infiltrate 
any political party in which they could geta toehold. 

Mr. Weres. That is right. 

Mr. Doy_e. Mr. Chairman, I want to make this remark here. I 
think the undisputed evidence before this committee is that the Com- 
munist Party n Californ a, as well as elsewhere, has now given in- 
structions to former and present Communist Party members to 
heir registrat on from Communist Party and register in the 
De mocratic or Republican Party, and infiltrate and try to take con- 
trol of the political functions of the Democratic and Republican 
Parties, and I am inte 


" tT 
inge tT 


rested po this dates as far back as 1944, to 


your personal knowledge. We believe it exists even today, and the 
evidence shows that. Pray God it never occurs. 

Now, one thing more. Did you ever receive any printed literature 
that you now recall, or can you identify that printed literature in the 
Con t Party wherein it advocated the use of force and violence 

volutionary methods even to the extent of some peop! e bein 1g 


killed as a result of the initiatory action of the Communist Party, if 


necessary, in their judgement ? 

Mr. Werer. That was all in the work of Lenin, sir. 

Mr. Doytr. What? 

Mr. Wre EB. The works of Lenin. We have had that as a reading 
cuide and regular instruction course at alltimes. You just get your- 
self a book of the works of Lenin and you will find yourself in there, 
because it was written many, many years before I was ee 

Mr. Dorie. And that line has never changed ? 

Mr. Weresr. No, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. Now, Mr. Chairman, I have in my hand here a copy 

f Public Law 831 of the 81st session of Congress of which you were 
both familiar; I think we were Members at that time. I think, in 
view of this gentleman’s testimony, that it would be appropriate right 
here to read into the record for the information of those who are 
listening, two short paragraphs of a portion of this declaration of the 
United States Congress, because it has to deal with the question of 
force and violence and conspiracy, and so forth. 

I read section 2 of said law: 

As a result of evidence add 1 before various committees of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, the Congress hereby finds that: 

(1) There exists a world Communist movement which, in its origins, its 
development, and its present practice, is a worldwide revolutionary movement 
whose purpose it is, by treachery, deceit, infiltrations into other groups (govern- 
mental and otherwise), espionage, sabotage, terrorism, and any other means 
deemed necessary, to establish a Communist totalitarian dictatorship in the 
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countries throughout the world through the medium of a worldwide Communist 
organization. 

(2) The establishment of a totalitarian dictatorship in any country results in 
the suppression of all opposition to the party in power, the subordination of the 
rights of individuals to the state, the denial of fundamental rights and liberties 
which are characteristic of a representative form of government, such as free- 
dom of speech, of the press, of assembly, and of religious worship, and results 
in the maintenance of control over the people through fear, terrorism, and 
brutality. 

(3) The system of government known as a totalitarian dictatorship is char- 
acterized by the existence of a single political party, organized on a dictatorial 
basis, and by substantial identity between such party and its policies and the 
government and governmental policies of the country in which it exists. 





That is only a portion of it, as you know, Mr. Chairman, but | 
thought it was important. Anyone who hears that today has, right 
from the United States Congress, the declaration made in the 8lst 
Congress, substantiating the very claim this gentleman has testified to 
as having occurred right here in Los Angeles County. 

That all I have. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you, Mr. Doyle. 

Do you have anything further, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, I would like to ask another question. 

You have just indicated to the staff that you were prepared to 
answer questions relat Ing to the Communist Party ’s ol lectives in other 
ields. We rather felt that inasmuch as those matters relate so con 
cretely to other areas that we should call you as a witness on those 
matters at another time and place. 

I do, however, want to ask you, I want to clarify in my own mi 
one part of your testimony. 

I understood you to say that some Communist Party member made a 
typewriter available to Mr. Bert Coffey. 

Mr. Weres. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did I understand you correctly / 

Mr. Weres. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me ask you this, Was that typewriter made 
available as a personal accommodation by a Communist member or 
was it the Communist Party that was presenting this typewriter for 
use ¢ 

Mr. Werer. May I answer it this way, sir? 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Weres. The Communist Party has never done anything for 
anyone personally. It was always done in the interest of the masses, 
therefore, if they ordered a person of the Hawthorne group to furnish 
a typewriter, it was an order. 

Mr. Tavenner. But the point I am making is, Did some individual 
make this typewriter available as a personal accommodation or was it 
the party which was making it available? 

Mr. Weres. That person was ordered by the party to make it 
available. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did it happen that the Communist Party gave 
such an order? 

Mr. Weres. This was his request at the time, that he was in need of 
pickets, he was in need of literature and mimeographed material dis- 
tributors, a secretary, and a typewriter. These were his requests 
and these requests were orders. 

Mr. Tavenner. And those requests were filled? 
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Mr. Weres. That is right, sir. May I add, I prepared the type- 
writer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. During the course of the witness’ testimony the name 
of Max Silver was mentioned. The record should show that Max 
Silver was former county organizer of the Los Angeles County Com- 
munis Party and appeared before the committee some months ago 
and was fully cooperative. He gave the committee a tremendous 
amount of detail relative to the operations of the party in Los Angeles, 

Mr. Doytr. May I ask this question. IT think you volunteered the 

tatement that vou have been a witness in the Smith Act case. 


Mr. Werer. That is right. sir. 


Mr. Dorie. That case was concluded, was it not, in Los Angeles 
Countv ? 

Mr. Werer. Yes: it was. It is now pending in the Supreme Court 
f the l ted states 


Mr. Doyie. On appeal ? 
Mir. Weres. It is on appeal to the Supreme Court, sir. 
M Doyul But j that ea a. hile we don’t have the court record 
fore us these hearings, are you familiar with what the jury ver- 
t was? 
Mr. Wi REB,. The vy were euilty, sir. 
Mr. Doyie. And under the Smith Act they are charged not with 
ng members of the Com) unist Party but the advocacy of the use 
if force and violence ? 
\ir. Werers. That is right. 
Mr. Doyre. For the overthrow of our form of government, is that 


Mr. Doytr. I just want to say this, Mr. Chairman, because I have 
been asked 2 or 3 times by residents of San Diego County, why you 
1 ] ] 


ind I take the time our Easter recess, instead of taking a few davs 


‘ 
Easter recess, to come here, and I am sure you join with me when 
I say one reason I am glad so to do instead of being with my family, 
il d I know well you would olve the Same reason, is because all over 
the ountrvy we hear evidence like this ventleman has civen under 
ath. of the advocacy and the willingness to participate by the Com- 
t Party funct onaries, at least. in the use of force and violence: 


l¢ 
that means gunpowder, it means guns. 
W , have even had ey idence of where certain Communist cells were 


checking ammunition to use when and if the time comes in their jud 


; 


LO USé t. 


ment 

I merely make the statement because I want you folks in San Diego 
to know that in our book we have plenty of evidence that this is not a 
theoretical thing, this advocacy of force and violence; it is actual, 
factual, and these Communist Party fanatics, and terrorists and 
traitors. are willing, from the evidence we get to go to that extent. It 
is not a fantasy, it is not a theoretical thing. It is factual. 

Thank you very much. 

Mr. Jackson. I assume that the present witness heard what I had 
to say to the preceding witnesses relative to the cooperation that has 
been extended to the committee. Those same statements extend to 
you, sir. We are most appreciative of your cooperation before the 
committee and for the testimony you have given. 
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If there is nothing further, Mr. Counsel, the witness is excused from 
further attendance under the subpena—was this subpena to be 
extended ? 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Then the subpena will be extended to a date which 
Is mutually convenient for the witness and committee counsel. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. If there is nothing further the committee will stand 
in recess until a quarter of 2. 

(Whereupon at 11:40 a. m., a recess was taken until 1: 45 p. m., of 
the same day, April 20, 1954.) 
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Pusuic Law 601, 79rH Conaress 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
753, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RuLe X 


STANDING COM MITTEES 
* * * + * * * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
Rute XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COM MITTEES 


7 * « * * * * 

(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any neces 
sary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 








RULES ADOPTED BY THE 83D CONGRESS 
House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 
> o © ” * * a 


RULE X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Congress, 
the following standing committees: 
o> . . * * . > 


(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


* * * a a * ° 


RvuLE XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


> * * o 7 * * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American Activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American prop- 
aganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subeommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 
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TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 1954 


Untrep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
CY ~_ 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
San Diego, Calif. 
PUBLIC HEARING 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
pursuant to adjournment, at 1:45 p. m., in the Chamber of Commerce 
Building, Hon. Donald L. Jackson (acting chairman), presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Donald L. Jackson 
and Clyde Doyle. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; William 
A. Wheeler, staff investigator; and Mrs. Billie Wheeler, acting for the 
clerk, 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will be in order. 

Who is your next witness, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Bertram Coffey. Will you come forward, Mr. 
Coffey, please ? 


TESTIMONY OF BERTRAM COFFEY, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
JOSEPH GENSER 


Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand, sir? 

Do you solemnly swear in the testimony you are about to give be- 
fore this committee, that you will tell the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Corrry. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 

For the purpose of taking the testimony of this witness, the Chair 
relinquishes the gavel and the chairmanship to Mr. Doyle. 

(At this point Mr. Doyle assumed the chair.) 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Corrry. Bertram Coffey. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel, Mr. Coffey? 

Mr. Corrry. I am, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. TaveNNeER. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Genser. Joseph Genser. 

Mr. Tavenner. And where do you practice law ? 

Mr. Genser. At 340 11th Street, Richmond, Calif. 
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Mr. TaveNNER. When and where you born, Mr. Coffey ? 

Mr. Correy. I was born in Brooklyn, N. Y., June 18, 1916. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Correy. I live in the city of El Cerrito, Calif. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived there? 

Mr. Correy. In the city of El Cerrito approximately, oh, a little 
more than a year, I bought a home there a little over a year ago. It 
is adjacent to the city of Richmond, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to the west coast? 

Mr. Correy. I arrived here in July of 1944. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you lived in California continuously since 
July of 1944? 

Mr. Correy. I would say so, except for brief trips, vacations, and so 
forth. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your edu- 
cational training has been ? 

Mr. Corrry. I am a graduate of New York University, School of 
Commerce, the year of 1939. Prior to that the usual preliminary 
precollege training. 

Following university training I did study law for a while but 
concluded my training of that. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation or profession ? 

Mr. Corrry. Well, I ama self-employed publicist, advertising. 

Mr. TavenneER. Will you tell the committee, please, how you | became 
employed after you graduated from New York—you say New York 
University ? 

Mr. Corrry. University. 

Mr. Tavenner. New York University in 1939, and the completion 
of a year or a part of a year in the law school ? 

Mr. Corrry. Well, it wasn’t important how long I was in law 
school, whether it was a year or more, but I believe at this point I 
will have to state I will not discuss my occupation, my employment, 
my clients, et cetera, on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. TavenneEr. It was not my purpose to ask you about your clients. 

Mr. Correry. I realize that, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is the nature of your employment I was con- 
cerned about at the time you came to California. 

Mr. Corrry. Well, I could answer that as I did, publicity has been 
my work. 

Mr. TavenNnEr. By whom were you employed when you came to 
California in 1944? 

Mr. Corrry. I don’t think I will answer that question, sir, on the 
grounds that I don’t want to be a witness against myself or any prior 
employer or any client since. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that the matter of pre- 
liminary employment without respect to clients or anything of that 
sort is an essential part of identification of the witness and I respect- 
fully ask that he be directed to answer the question. 

(At this point Mr. Coffey conferred with Mr. Genser. ) 

Mr. Dore. As soon as you are through consulting your counsel, 
Mr. Coffey. 

Mr. Corrry. Iamsorry,sir. I didn’t hear you. 
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Mr. Doytr. I say, as soon as you are through consulting your coun- 
sel on that point, if you do not answer the question I will instruct you 
to do so, that last question of counsel. 

Mr. Correy. Since we have had two questions asked me, sir—Mr. 
Jackson, I wish you would speak a little louder. I didn’t hear you. 

Mr. Jackson. I would be very happy to. My request of the chair- 
man was that he direct you to answer the question which was asked 
you by counsel. 

Mr. Corrry. That is correct, and I have been directed to answer. 

Mr. Doyte. That is right. 

Mr. Correy. May I consult with my attorney ? 

Mr. TAveENNER. At all times. 

Mr. Dorie. You may have all the time you want. 

May I ask you, Mr. Tavenner, to repeat the last question ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you read the question, please ? 

(The question was read by the reporter.) 

Mr. Corrrey. Mr. Tavenner, I ao I invoked the privilege on 
that question some minutes ago. I don’t want to belabor the point. 

Mr. Dorie. May I ask this, ‘Mr. Coffey ¢ 

Mr. Correy. Yes, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doytr. You have been instructed to answer that question. Do 
you refuse to answer it on constitutional grounds ? 

Mr. Correry. Yes, sir. I was establishing that point on the con- 
stitutional ground. 

Mr. Doris. What portion of the Constitution do you rely on, if 
you care to specify? 

Mr. Corrry. I rely upon the first amendment, sir, and the fifth 
amendment, sir, without making any speech about the subject. 

Mr. Doyte. Very well. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you for that. 

Mr. Correy. Thank you. 

Mr. Doytx. Proceed, counsel. 

Mr. TAvenNeErR. Did you engage in the work of an organizer of 
the CIO in the beach area of Los Angeles in 1944 and 1945? 

Mr. Correy. I think it flows, sir, from my previous answer that, 
and I respectfully say this, I don’t wish to discuss that period in 
any manner with regard to employment or activity. 

Mr. Dovte. I will say, Mr. Coffey, if you are undertaking to say 
you stand on your constitutional rights, of course you will have that 
right, but as a member of the committee, I don’t see how whether 
or not you were employed by the CIO would incriminate you. I don’t 
look on the CIO as any organization which is engaged in any un- 
American activities. 

Mr. Correy. No comment to that, sir. 

Mr. Doyix. Do you decline to answer? 

Mr. Corrry. I believe I stated to counsel, Mr. Doyle, I decline 
to answer on the grounds that I have established previously. 

Mr. Doyte. Very well. 

Mr. TAvenneER. [ hand you a photograph marked “Wereb Exhibit 
No. 2,” and will ask you whether or not that is a photograph of you. 

Mr. Correy. That is a very good photograph of me, sir. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did you hear the testimony of Mr. Stephen Wereb 
this morning? 

47718—54—pt. 72 
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Mr. Corrry. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Wereb testified that you came to the executive 
committee of the Hawthorne Club of the Communist Party to obtain 
assistance in connection with your union organizational activities at 
the Standard Oil plant in the beach area of Los Angeles. Was he 
telling the committee the truth or not about that ? 

Mr. Correy. Excuse me. 

Mr. Doyie. You take whatever time you need, Mr. Coffey, to talk 
with your lawyer. We will not hurry you. 

(At this point Mr. Coffey conferred with Mr. Genser.) 

Mr. C orrey. At this point I want to state this for the benefit of the 
committeee. 

I am not a member of the Communist Party and I have not been a 
member of the Communist Party since, to the best of my knowledge, 
Mr. Tavenner, and gentlemen, some time in the winter of 1946, and 
I would rather not discuss any matters relating to that period or 
prior to it on the grounds that I have already established, sir, the first 
amendment and the fifth amendment, and again I will say, and I know 
the committee will appreciate that, I will not belabor the point or go 
into historical backgrounds, et cetera, while I am invoking that 
amendment. 

Mr. Doytr. Then let’s have the record show clearly you are now 
again refusing to answer this question under your constitutional right. 

Mr. Corrry. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, I think the record should show posi- 
tively, in light of the voluntary statement made by the witness, that 
he is not now a member of the Communist Party, but that he was and 
left the Communist Party must put the balance of his testimony in 
an entirely different category and I think that it is only fair to state 
to the witness that moral compulsion relative to »dditional questions 
which may be asked of you by counsel dealing with the period of your 
membership in the Communist Party is not an adequate or sufficient 
basis for refusal to answer such questions. I simply want to get 
that in the record, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Corrry. Sir, I am trying to understand your statement. 

Mr. Jackson. Let me phrase it a little differently. Perhaps it will 
be a little easier to understand. The decisions relative to testimony 
which have been handed down in many instances have held that when 
a witness answers certain questions or volunteers certain information, 
he in effect waives certain rights which he might otherwise enjoy in 
the absence of such voluntary ma em 

Mr. Corrry. Excuse me, Mr. Jackson, I believe I follow you, but 

I didn’t say what you said I said. I think my statement will show 
that. 

Mr. Jackson. My recollection of it is you said you were not now a 
member of the Communist Party and that you had not been a member 
of the Communist Party since, I believe, the winter of 1946. That 
is substantially, as I recall, subject to correction by counsel or Mr. 
Doyle, the essence of your statement which was a voluntary state- 
ment having to do with the subject of this interrogation and may 
materially alter the subsequent course of the committee. 

I felt that that should be on the record at this point. 

Mr. Doyrte. That is correct. 
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If there is any question in your mind, Mr. Coffey, as to what you 
volunteered, as relates to the discussion between you and C ommittee 
Member Jackson, I will ask the reporter to retrace her notes and read 
back to you what you did volunteer. 

Mr. Correry. I think the record will report what I said, sir, and 
again I don’t want to belabor the point. 

Mr. Dore. There is no doubt it will report what you said, but if 
any question is in your mind about whether or not you said sub- 
stantially about what Mr. Jackson called your attention to, said what 
you said, I want the reporter to read it so you will not be confused. 

Mr. Corrry. I believe, sir, I recall very well what I said. I don’t 
again want to take up the time of the committee in sparring about the 
subject. 

Mr. Jackson. This is not sparring. 

Mr. Corrry. I recollect that. 

Mr. Jackson. It is a matter which may have subsequent effect on 
this case, and I wanted you to be aware of that, under the circum- 
stances. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Coffey, a note that I have here as to what you 
said is, that you had not been a member of the Communist Party since 
the winter of 1946. 

Mr. Correy. I said to the best of my knowledge, that period. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you since 1946 engaged in any Communist 
Party activities, since 1946? 

Mr. Corrry. Of course not. 

Mr. Tavenner. But prior to the winter of 1946 where were you 
living ? 

Mr. Correy. Prior to the winter of 1946? 

Mr. TAvVENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Corrry. Well, again, sir, as I said before, I will decline to 
answer that, any question relating to that period. 

Mr. Doytr. May I make this clear. Our experience on the com- 
mittee makes us feel that the question of where a man lives is not a 
question of incrimination and that it is foundation questions or identi- 
fication that the committee is entitled to of a factual nature as to where 
a person lived at a given time, so I want you to take plenty of time to 
consult your lawyer, because I expect to direct you to answer that 
question. 

(At this point Mr. Coffey conferred with Mr. Genser.) 

Mr. Corrry. I repeat my answer, sir. I will decline to answer the 
statement as I have stated a number of times prior to, roughly, that 
winter of 1946, on the ground of fifth amendment, sir. 

Mr. Doytx. Then let me make it clear right now. On behalf of the 
committee I am directing you to answer that question of where you 
lived at the time asked by. Mr. Tavenner. 

(At this point Mr. Coffey conferred with Mr. Genser.) 

Mr. Corrry. I repeat the statement I made prior to your last ques- 
tion, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyte. In other words, you are standing on your constitutional 
privilege? 

Mr. Correy. I am standing on my constitutional privilege. 

Mr. Dore. Very well. Let me say again, you understand we have 
no objection to a man standing conscientious sly on his constitutional 
privilege. 
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Mr. Correy. I understand that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Hawthorne group dur- 
ing 1945 or 1946? 

Mr. Corrry. I have already stated my position on that, Mr. Taven- 
ner. And I again invoke my constitutional privilege and decline to 
answer that kind of a question. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have also told the committee that you have 
not been a member of the Communist Party since the winter of 1946. 

Mr. Corrry. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Indicating that you were a member of the Com- 
munist Party prior to the winter of 1946. 

Mr. Corrry. I have stated by answer to those questions before, and 
I don’t think I have to be told what I said. I think the record will 
show what I said. 

Mr. Tavenner. The legal effect of what you said may well be that 
you have waived your right to claim the fifth amendment, having 
stated what you did, having volunteered what you did. 

Mr. Correy. I understand. 

Mr. TAVENNER. So it is necessary for me to ask you the specific 
question as to whether or not you were a member of the Hawthorne 
Club of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Corrry. I have answered that question, sir, by invoking my 
constitutional privilege. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you a member of the Communist Party before 
you came to the west coast in July of 1944? 

Mr. Corrry. Again, sir, I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. TavenneR. Were you acquainted with Mr. Stephen Wereb who 
testified before the committee this morning ? 

Mr. Corrry. On the same grounds I will decline to answer that 
question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you engage in the work of organizing a strike 
in 1945 or any organizational work for the CIO at the Standard Oil 
plant in the bay area? 

Mr. Corrry. I thought I had stated my position on that subject quite 
adequately. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, you will not give the committee any 
information relating to a period of time prior to the winter of 1946? 

Mr. Correy. For the reasons I have stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Coffey, were you in the city of Washington, 
D. C., about 2 or 3 weeks ago? 

Mr. Corrry. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. At that time did you have a conversation or conver- 

sations with the acting chairman of the committee, the gentleman 
from California, Mr. Doyle, and with our colleague from the San 
Francisco Bay area, Congressman Shelley ? 

Mr. Correy. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Isn’t it a fact that you informed both of those gen- 
tlemen at that time that you had been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Correy. Sir, I will answer that question as I have already 
answered that question. The record will show what I said. 

Mr. Jackson. But you did so inform them ? 
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Mr. Corrrey. The record will show what I said, Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. I know, but I don’t recall at the moment what you 
said. Did you so inform the two members of Congress? 

Mr. Correy. I did. 

Mr. Jackson. Did you not at that time ask for a hearing before 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities in Washington, 
D. C.? 

Mr. Correy. I think that requires a clarification and if at this point 
I may take a minute, I will try to be brief. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you answer the question, then explain your 
question in pate answer. 

Mr. Correry. I didn’t—your phrasing of the question, sir, puzzles 
me, because I 

Mr. Jackson. Let me rephrase it. Did you ask to be heard in the 
city of Washington, D. C., before the Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee; did you make that request ? 

Mr. Correry. I said at the time, under duress—well, cross that word 
out. Let’s put it this way. I did suggest to Mr. Doyle in a conver- 
sation what had been happening to me over a number of months to 
the effect that my wife, my relationships with my people, either were 
being seriously hampered by rumors to the effect that I was now a 
Communist, that I was under subpena, that I had been subpenaed 
before, which was true, I was subpenaed as you gentlemen very well 
know in December of 1953, and under the stress of that kind of situa- 
tion, which I think this committee and you gentlemen up there can 
very well understand, and because my reputation, my need to provide 
for my family, my wife and two children, two infant children, with 
the wherewithall to live, was being seriously damaged by rumors that 
had been floating around in many circles, under those conditions, Mr. 
Jackson and Mr. Doyle, I went to Washington at my own expense to 
discuss this problem. 

Mr. Dore. Were you not under subpena when you came to Wash- 
ington ? 

Mr. Correy. Oh,no. That is right. 

Mr. Doyte. I think I saw a release in a San Francisco paper by you, 
or purporting to be by you, on your return to San Francisco, saying 
you had been summoned to Washington. 

Mr. Correy. No, sir, I never said that, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doytr. I merely want to get that correct, because as far as 
I know you were not. 

Mr. Corrry. There was confusion about that in the press. 

Mr. Doy te. In other words, will you answer this question; you were 
not summoned to come back to Washington, were you? 

Mr. Corrry. As a matter of fact, sir, I said when asked by the press 
that I voluntarily went to W ashington for the reasons and back- 
grounds I have just given you, because I was seriously upset. 

Mr. Dorie. You voluntarily came and you were not under subpena ! 

Mr. Correy. I was not under subpena except some language had 
been used once, “You had been subpenaed, you are under tec chnical 
subpena.” I think I read that some place by some member of the com- 
mittee. That is not important. I will say to the best of my knowledge 
I was not under subpena and voluntarily came to Washington. 

Mr. Doyie. Without being summoned to Washington. 
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Mr. Jackson. Following the conversations with my two colleagues 
in the House, did you then have an extended conference with counsel 
for the committee, Mr. Tavenner? 

Mr. Correy. Yes; I sought Mr. Tavenner out, as a matter of fact. 
I did want to talk to Mr. Tavenner about this entire problem. 

Mr. Jackson. And after your conversations with Mr. Tavenner, a 
date for a hearing was set in Washington; was that not the case ? 

Mr. Corrry. I would have to answer that this way. That delibera- 
tions may have led the committee at a meeting voluntarily to offer me 
a hearing which I did not accept: which I did not accey xt, and I did 
speak with Mr. Tavenner on a Friday afternoon, Slowing being 
advised by both Mr. Tavenner and Mr. Doyle. Mr. Doyle, I remember 
in the hall of the Old House Office Building, said to me that I was a 
lucky boy, that I would have an open hearing on a Monday, and this 
isn’t what in my own mind, and I am sure you understand ‘the nature 
of my mind at that time, wasn’t what I came to Washington for, 
because I knew in any event I was going to be subpenaed and I did 
have a conversation, I don’t know how long it took, with Mr. Taven- 
ner, and I did tell him that I would let him know, or his secretary. 
He told me to let his secretary know, and I said I would let his secre- 
tary or him know whether or not I would remain for it to appear 
Monday. 

I then, after spending some time, I did talk to the Congressman 
about the subject and he said, to the best of my memory, that it would 
not prejudice me, that I could have a hearing at any place, but if I 
wanted one in Washington I could have it, and I said I would speak 
to Mr. Tavenner, and I did wire Mr. Tavenner’s office Saturday morn- 
ing and went home and waited on my subpe na, received a phone call 
from Mr. Wheeler to the effect he would be in San Francisco, went to 
Mr. Wheeler’s hotel to save him the necessity of serving me and 
received a subpena there for this hearing. 

That, in substance, Mr. Jackson, is the story about the Washington 
trip. 

Mr. Dorie. Have you any other questions, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I have one other question. 

Mr. Doytr. May I ask this question? You said you did not know 
how long the conversation between you and Mr. Tavenner lasted. 
I am informed that it lasted about 3 hours. 

Mr. Correy. Did it? 

Mr. Doyrte. Is that not correct? 

Mr. TAvenNER. That is a very conservative statement, I think. 

Mr. Corrrey. Well, Mr. Tavenner, if I recall, we had two conver- 
sations, one which was brief, and the second which was quite inter- 
rupted ; you remember you were seeking out some people. 

Mr. ‘Taverner. Yes: it was interrupted. 

Mr. Correy. And I walked around the building quite a bit and 
made myself available. So I couldn’t say, in all honesty, sir, except 
that I did have a conversation at length with Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Dortz. The reason I ask that is that I am sure you will agree 
that it was at length and that Mr. Tavenner made himself available at 
length to you. 

Mr. Corrry. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. The question that I was about to ask, after your 
return from Washington, Did you give an interview to the press in 
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San Francisco in which you stated that you had been a member of 
the Communist Party ? 

(At this point Mr. Coffey conferred with Mr. Genser. ) 

Mr. Corrry. Well, when I returned from Washington—may I 
answer it this way? When I returned from Washington a news story 
had broken, a doped story, so to speak, in one of the columns, and the 
press was on the phone constantly for about 48 or 72 hours, and I 
guess I answered what the press asked me, to the best of my knowledge. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did you state to the press that you had been 
a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Corrry. I will have to decline to answer that on the same 
erounds that I have stated before. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Doyie. Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. I have no questions, Mr. Chairman, but I do have 
a brief statement that I should like to make. 

A great deal has been made in the California press of the case in- 
volving the present witness. It has been alleged in some quarters 
that this witness is here today because of the fact that he belongs to a 
political party other than my own. I should like to say that nothing 
could be further from the truth. The witness is here because of his 
identification with activities of the Communist Party. 

| should like to have it clearly understood, Mr. Chairman, that 
any time the investigative staff of this committee comes in with the 
identification of a Republican as a member of the Communist Party, 
he will be put on the stand just as quickly if I have anything to say 
about it. This hearing has no political overtones so far as I am con- 
cerned, and in all of the matters relating to this witness there has 
been the closest consultation between Mr. Doyle and myself and the 
other members of the committee. 

So I should like to lay at rest the political ghost which has attached 
itself to this case. 

Mr. Corrry. Mr. Jackson, before you lay it completely at rest, 
may I toy with the ghost just a moment? 

Mr. Jackson. Certainly, kick it around. 

Mr. Corrry. I will kick him. 

It is a matter of record, I am sure, that since the primary campaigns 
of 1946—I think we can fix the dates around election time, since I 
think we are all involved in politics to one extent or another—I became 
active in the Democratic Party, registered in the Democratic Party. 
I became a resident in my community to stay, registered to vote as a 
Democrat. 

I volunteered to act in behalf of Democratic candidates. I believed 
then and I believe now, and I believe now very strongly that this was a 
party that was making great contributions to our Nation, to its people, 
and giving great le: ,dership to the rest of the world. 

It was in this party that I exercised my privileges of citizenship. It 
is in this party that I have been active. It is not my fault as a result 
of my activity in the Democratic Party, Mr. Jac ‘kson, that I have been 
elected by the people of my community a number of terms. 

Mr. Jackson. Upon that I congratulate you. That is an interesting 
statement. 

Mr. Corry. And I congratulate you upon your past elections, but 
I have been elected and I had filed as a Democrat in my community 
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in the last campaign and it is my impression that, this being an election 
year, perhaps the biggest in the history of our country, that I would be 
subject to criticism and identified with some association —— 

Mr. Jackson. I simply want to make my position clear. It is not 
your activities in the Democratic Party which brought you before the 
committee, but alleged activity within the Communist Party, and other 
than that I have nothing further. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Coffey, may I ask you a couple of questions, please? 

You volunteered the information—may I state this, and again, be- 

cause it has been called to the attention of this group, and if you have 
listened you will know Mr. Jackson and I are on opposite sides of the 
political fence. 

As far as the functioning of this committee is concerned, I have no 
hesitancy in saying publicly again that which I have stated fre- 
quently, that by and large we are undertaking to cooperate on a high 
level, on a nonpartisan basis. 

I am not saying we are always successful, but by and large that is 
what we are aiming at. 

This particular hearing today, I am a Democrat and Mr. Jackson is 
a Republican, but we are representing the United States Congress. 

May I state that, knowing what the record was as to the testimony 
under oath that was going to be given with reference to you, Mr. 
Coffey, you sat here this morning and heard all that testimony. I 
fail to see how you or anyone else in the Democratic Party of which I 
am a member in California, and proud of it, or any other person could 
claim that it has a political overtone, because in my book as a Member 
of Congress I certainly would not let any Democrat or any Republican, 
regardless of who he is or what his profession is, get by without our 
trying to find out whether or not that person was still an active mem- 
ber of the Communist Party or carrying on the Communist philosophy 
under some other political party registration. 

Now, I want to say to you, sir, and I say it without any feeling of 
haste, I am concerned, sir, that you could not be in this room all 
this morning and hear the testimony of this former FBI man under 
oath and then take the position with reference to your congressional 
committee, which is not cooperating with the committee in the field of 
uncovering subversive activities. 

Now, may I state frankly again, if it is true, and you haven’t denied 
it, and you pleaded your constitutional privilege, thank God we have 
it in this country and they don’t have it in Soviet Russia, so you and 
I should be mighty proud as an American citizen, and I don’t criticize 
you in claiming your privilege, believe me, if it is done conscientiously, 
but I have to, for my own position as a Congressman and as a fellow 
citizen I can’t help but inferentially, at least, believe that what the 
FBI man said was true about your activities, when he said you were 
a member of a certain Communist Party and when he stated you did 
certain things. 

Now, I have known of cases of young men your age in the last 4 
or 5 years who have been active in the Communist Party back in 1944, 
1945, 1 v6; and then withdrawn for cause. They have come forward 
and said, “Sure I was. I was 7 or 8 or 10 years younger then; I pulled 
a boner: I made a mistake. Now, because I have discover ‘ed, before 
1 withdrew from the Communist Party, that I couldn’t consistently 
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stay in the outfit which was dedicated to the forceful overthrow of 
my country. 

T have known of young men who have come forward and said, “Let 
me help you underst: and the Communist conspiracy in Los Angeles 
GC ounty.” 

Mr. Correy. Mr. Doyle, may I interject this at this point ? 

Mr. Dorie. Yes, you may, and I am not trying to put you in a posi- 
tion where you have toe xpl: iin any further position. 

Mr. Corrry. I recognize that, but you raised an interesting point, 
and I would like to say this, and I say it respectfully without attempt- 
ing to use this committee as a sounding board. 

T think that it is about time many of us judge people by what they 
have been doing in an adult period of their life, what I have been do- 
ing since I made my community, my home, my political activities, my 
other activities, speak for what I am and what I hope to be and what 
I want to return home tonight to be. 

Mr. Doyrtr. I read on yesterday a statement by Vice President of 
the United States Nixon. 

Mr. Corrry. I recall you read that statement, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyix. It appeared in the Examiner of the date given, Sunday, 
April 18, in which he stated: 

Again I believe each case should be considered on its merits, particularly when 
dealing with an ideology which during 1930 had such an appeal among the in 
telligentsia and various other groups. 

Mr. Corrry. I agree with Mr. Nixon’s statement. I don’t often 
agree with the Vice ‘Preside nt, but I agree with that statement. 

Mr. Doytx. How old were you when you first went into the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Correy. I think it is getting late, isn’t it, Mr. Doyle? I have 
stated my position on that. 

Mr. Doytx. It is never too late to be helpful to your Nation. 

Mr. Correy. T he ‘re are ways in which one is helpful. The fact I may 
not be cooperating, to use the language of the committee, with this 
committee, may aoe from other reasons and I wish you would give me 
credit. for those reasons. 

Mr. Dorie. I grant that, sir, but you volunteered the statement you 
withdrew in 1946. Now, vou volunteered that. Now, if you volun 
teered that—— 

Mr. Corrry. Volunteered ? 

Mr. Doyte. I thought you did. 

(At this point Mr. Coffey conferred with Mr. Genser.) 

Mr. Corrry. I never used that language. 

Mr. Doy e. ?: no; you didn’t use that language. 

Mr. Corrry. I didn’t use the language you used. 

Mr. Dorie. At any rate, I understood you to testify that you with- 
drew from the party, you thought, in the winter of 1946." That in 
substance. Now, if you did that—I am interested in you as a young 
man and the younger generation—at what age do people join the Com- 
munist Party? You joined a few years before 1946, I assume. Of 
course, if it is too personal, I don’t expect you to answer it, but I 
think it is a proper question without your incriminating yourself, I 
assume. 


47718—54—pt. 7——8 
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Well, let me ask you this, Mr. Coffey, I am not picking out you to ask 
you this question, because the record will show that it is one of my 
stock questions when we have time to do it. 

You withdrew in 1946 from the Communist Party. For what 
reason did you withdraw ? 

(At this point Mr. Coffey conferred with Mr. Genser. ) 

Mr. Doyir. What is the reason you couldn’t tolerate their 
philosophy any longer? 

Mr. Corrry. Sir, I didn’t give any testimony about that. I think 
I said I have not been a member since. 

Mr. Doyze. All right, you have not been a member. Did you with- 
draw in the winter of 1946, or is it just you haven’t been actually a 
technical member ? 

Mr. Correy. Again, sir, I will have to decline to answer that on the 
grounds I have est: \blished earlier in my testimony and ask you again 
to judge me as we must judge all men by how they are living, and 
I just want to say this: I feel resentful, naturally, and I think you 
would, Mr. Doyle, and any citizen would, that a committee that has 
been seeking legislation for 15 years under an act of Congress up- 
roots me after what I think has been a mature attempt at living, living 
constructively, living democratically, trying to strengthen the demo- 
cratic processes of the country, a country that all of us love, and here 
I am at this position in life at almost the age of 38 with two small 
children being seriously damaged by just the threat of a subpena some 
months ago. 

Mr. Dore. Let me ask you this, Mr. Coffey. Have you spoken out 
against the Communist Party since you are no longer a member of 
it? 

Mr. Corrry. By my participation of the Democratic Party since 
1946, by supporting its platform, its program, is a demonstrative 
answer to that question, Mr. Doyle, and if I were in Congress I would 
liave been voting just as you have been voting as a Democ rat. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, let me ask you, because I want to say this to you. 
Have you spoken out against the Communist Party since you are no 
longer a member of it, have you done that? Have you done it? 

Mr. Correy. The record will speak for that, sir. TI have. 

Mr. Dorie. What? 

Mr. Corrry. I have, sir. 

Mr. Doyie. Well, I am glad to know it. I want to compliment you 
and I want to urge you to do more of it. 

Mr. Corrrey. And I would do more of it and we will all do more of 
it by participating in the political process of the country by main- 
taining our two-party systems. 

Mr. Doyter. I am not putting it on that level. Iam asking you as: 
young man, a young American citizen—I would like to have your at- 
tention just a minute. 

Mr. Corrry. I am listening, sir. I am just trying to relax. 

Mr. Doyte. I am not trying to relax you. Iam trying to get some- 
thing across to you. 

You are a Democrat. So am I. 

Mr. Correy. That is right. 

Mr. Doytx. I am not satisfied that living in the Democratic Party 
and working for it and activity in it is the only thing that is necessary 
these days, even a vigilant Democrat or a vigilant Republic an. I came 
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to the point somewhere years ago where I felt as a Democratic con- 
gressman and a Democratic citizen that my duty was to speak out and 
vigorously work against the Communist conspiracy. 

‘Now I am urging you, sir, as an active member of the Democratic 
Party to get on that level because I think it is not less important that 
you and I as American citizens get on the level of thinking which is 

vigorous and vigilant against the Communist conspiracy whic h you 
and I know is abroad right here, and I am aware of the fact, and I 
hope you are, that right in California there are former Communists 
by registration who are still at heart Communists, and they have and 
are trying to infiltrate the Democratic and Republican Parties. 

I think that is all, Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have one further question, Mr. Chairman. 

You referred in rather a disparaging way to the matter of coop- 
erating with this committee. May I ask whether since the winter of 
1946 you have cooperated with the FBI in any manner, regarding 
Communist Party activities? 

Mr. Correy. The FBI has not asked for my cooperation. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you have not offered it ? 

Mr. Corrry. I have never been visited by the FBI. My only co- 
operation in the sense of an organization of that nature with our 
government was in helping to line up a trip to help the beloved Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have given no facts relating to Communists’ 
activities to the Federal Bureau of Investigation ? 

Mr. Corrry. I have answered that. The Federal Bureau has not 
visited me. 

Mr. TavenNer. And you didn’t visit it? You volunteered nothing? 

Mr. Correy. I have never been visited by the Federal Bureau. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you volunteer any information to them? 

Mr. Corrry. Do we have to continue this, Mr. Tavenner? 

Mr. TavenNer. Well, unless you answer the question. 

Mr. Corrry. I haven’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is all I wanted to know. 

Mr. Doytr. Do you have any further questions ? 

Mr. Tavenner. That is all. 

Mr. Dorie. Unless you have something further, Mr. Coffey, that 
is all. 

Thank you very much. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused.) 

(At the point Mr. Jackson resumed the chair.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Milton Lessner, will you come forward? 

Mr. Esterman. May I address the chairman most respectfully. I 
represent this witness. I want to make a request based upon some 
law which I presented to both members of the committee and to your 
counsel, to-wit: 

United States vs. Kleinman, which appears in 107 Fed. Sup., at 
page 407, and which says unequivocally that the calling of witnesses 
before a committee before television and radio apparatus js not con- 
ducive to the calm and quiet search for facts, and that witnesses are 
not required to be subjected to spot lights, television, radio and repro- 
ducing apparatus, and for that reason most respectfully I request 
that you turn off these lights which hurt my eyes and that you turn 
off the radio. 
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That is our request. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well, the request is noted jn the record. Dur- 
ing the noon recess the committee took this matter under considera- 
tion, and it was brought to my attention that in drafting of the rules 
of procedure of the House Committee on Un-American Activities, 
this particular citation had been given considerable thought and 
studied by the full committee. 

Out of that study in January of this year there was developed a 
rinted set of rules and regulations of the committee. That section 
1aving to do with televising of hearings I will read into the record 
at this time. It is section XIII of the Rules of Procedure of the Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities, which states: 

Televised hearings: 

(A) If a hearing be televised: 

(1) Television facilities in the hearing room shall be restricted to two cameras, 
the minimum lighting facilities practicable, and the television production shall 
be available on a pool basis to all established television companies desiring par- 
ticipation. 

(2) Telecasts of committee hearings shall be on the basis of a public service 
only, and this fact shall be publicly announced on television in the beginning 
and at the end of each telecast. No commercial announcements shall be per- 
mitted from the hearing room or in connection therewith, and no actual or 
intimated sponsorship of the hearings shall be permitted in any instance. 

Upon the request of a witness that no telecast be made of him during the 
course of his testimony, the chairman shall direct that television cameras re 
frain from photographing the witness during the taking of his testimony. 

Under the rule a witness may not personally be televised if he 
objects and any request by a witness that he not be televised will be 
respected | Vy the committee. 

However, the Chair cannot permit dictation as to the conduct of any 
hearing beyond the purview of the written rule. 

The demand that no audio or visual broadcast, either of television 
or radio, be allowed, appears to the chairman to be an infringement 
of the freedom of communication and of the press. This is an open 

earing of a duly constituted committee of the Congress of the United 
States and the committee feels the activities of the committee should 
be available to all of the legal media of transmission of information. 

For this reason the Chair will direct. the present witness not be 
televised during his testimony in accordance with the rules of pro- 
cedure of the full Committee of the House Un-American Activities. 

I would like to have the record state affirmatively that the mini- 
mum lighting necessary to the operation of the televison cameras 

= being used ; that the lights are quite some distance from the witness, 
mk the cameras are so lighted that they should not constitute any 
considerable bar to the taking of testimony. 

In the light of these facts, Mr. Counsel, the hearing will proceed. 

Mr. Esrerman. I thank you for that statement. I want to make it 
very clear that I espouse the freedom of the press just as you do, and 
not only he ave no objection to the press, I welcome them, and I want 
to make that statement on the record. I wasn’t talking about freedom 
of the press. I was talking about what this court called, and other 
courts have called, a carnival attitude which is not conducive to the 
adducing of facts for one of the highest deliberative bodies of the 
United States. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 
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Mr. Esrerman. I understand my request has been partially granted 
and partially denied. 

Mr. Jackson. That is correct. 

Mr. Esrerman. Now, we don’t want that light in our eyes. I am 
making the request that it be taken out of our eyes. 

Mr. Jackson. Just a moment, please. 

(Short interval.) 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. In an effort to accommodate the wit- 
ness to every possible extent, the light on this camera will be put out. 

Will the witness raise his right hand, please ? 

In the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee, do 
you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Lessner. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 

Mr. 'TavennerR. What is your name, please / 


TESTIMONY OF MILTON LESSNER, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
WILLIAM B. ESTERMAN 


Mr. LessNer. Milton Lessner. 

Mr. TavenNeER. I notice you have counsel beside you. 

Mr. Esrerman. William B. Esterman, E-s-t-e-r-m-a-n. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of the Los Angeles bar? 

Mr. Esrerman. California bar. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Lessner ? 

Mr. LessNer. Connecticut. 

Mr. TaveENNER. When ? 

Mr. Lessner. 1913. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Lessner. San Diego. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in San Diego? 

Mr. Lessner. I would say approximately 10 years. Is the tele- 
vision sound functioning, I would like to know. 

Mr. Jackson. Yes; the television sound is functioning. 

Mr. LessNeEr. My request originally was that no television be shown 
while I am testifying and that includes sound as well. 

Mr. Jackson. The Chair was well aware of the request. 

Mr. Lessner. And you have denied it ? 

Mr. Jackson. The committee took the anticipated request under 
consideration and decided that we grant the request that you not be 
televised. 

Mr. Lessner. Television also includes sound. 

Mr. Jackson. You are not being televised with it. 

Mr. Lessner. But television includes sound. 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, the sound is on as it has been on radio ever since 
the committee has operated. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

(At this point Mr. Lessner conferred with Mr. Esterman.) 

Mr. Esterman. There is a question. 

Mr. Tavenner. When «did you move to the west coast from 
Connecticut ? 

Mr. LessNer. Twenty years ago. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Where did you first reside on the west coast ¢ 

(At this point Mr. Lessner conferred with Mr. Esterman.) 

Mr. Lessner. I resided in Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you lived continuously in Los Angeles from 
that time until the present time ? 

Mr. LESSNI R, ] just mentioned to you that ] had been living in San 
Diego for the past 10 vears. 

Mr. Tavenner. San Diego for the past 10 years? 

Mr. Lessner. Approximately 10 years, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation or profession ¢ 

(At this point Mr. Lessner conferred with Mr. Esterman.) 

Mr. Lessner. I happen to be in business right now, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been in business? 

Mr. Lessner. Well, in round numbers I would say—let me ask you 
this, what is the legislative purpose of such a question ¢ 

Mr. TAaveENNER. we wo ews like to understand rather, let me put 


it this way. The comm » has reason to believe that you are in a 
position to me of the existence of a professional group of the Com- 
munist Party within San Diego, and it will be my purpose to ask you 


what you wo about such a group. 

Mr. Lessner. Well. 1 why don’t you ask me? 

Mr. Tavenner. I will ask vou. 

Mr. Lessner. All right. 

Mr. Tavenner. But before that I want to know the business in 
which you we re employed between 1944 and 1948. 

(At this point Mr. Lessner conferred with Mr. Esterman.) 

Mr. LessNeEr. I would like to know the legislative purpose of that 
is it relates to the resolution of this committee, Mr. Tavenner, creating 
this committee. 

Mr. TaveENNER. Well, I “ ylained to you what was the subject under 
inquiry in ¢ alling you as a witness and the reason for my asking you 
the question about your oc eatin during that period of time. Now, 
I will ask you again to answer the question. 

Mr. Doyte. I think, Mr. Tavenner, perhaps I can add a thought to 
the witness there. Under Public Law 601 we are charged, as you 
know, as I know, you are familiar with the resolution which you 
referred to, with the extent and the character of subversive activities 
and propaganda. The extent, of course, would go, as far as you are 
concerned, to the type of citizens that ave been engaged in sub- 
versive activities and the character would go to the same purpose. 
I am merely making that as a supplemental statement. 

(At this point Mr. Lessner conferred with Mr. Esterman. ) 

Mr. Lessner. Do I understand, Mr. Tavenner, that you are relating 
that question to the resolution that Mr. Doyle just read ? 

Mr. Jackson. Let the Chair, in order to bring that matter to a head, 
say that the Chair feels that questions having to do with the educa- 
tional background and occupational background are quite proper 
questions to be asked of the witness, and therefore the Chair directs 
the witness to answer. 

(At this point Mr. Lessner conferred with Mr. Esterman. ) 

Mr. Lessner. Mr. Chairman, in view of the fact of 7 statement 
made by Mr. Doyle and its relationship to the question, I decline to 
answer it for the following reasons: 
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One. This hearing, as I see it, is unlawful, essentially because it is 
a denial of the due process of law. For example, there is no cross- 
examination of stool pigeons and informers when these things are 
brought up. ; 

Secondly, this is an unlawful attempt to search into my conscience, 
and I would like at this point to quote from the declaration of con- 
science, as spoken by Senator Margaret Smith before the House and 
Senate, in which she said: 

I think it is high time that we remember that we have sworn to uphold and 
defend the Constitution. 

I think it is high time that we remember that the Constitution, as amended, 
speaks not only for the freedom of speech but also of the trial by jury instead of 
the trial by accusation. 

Those of us who shout the loudest about Americanism and making character 
assasinations are all too frequently those who by our own words and actions 
ignore some of the basic principles of Americanism, the right to criticize, the 
right to hold popular beliefs, the right to protest, the right of independent thought. 

The exercise of these rights should not cost one single American citizen his 
reputation or his right to a livelihood nor should he be in danger of losing his 
reputation or livelihood merely because he happens to know someone who holds 
unpopular beliefs. Who of us does not; otherwise none of us could call our souls 
our own; otherwise thought control would upset him. 

No. 3. According to the Constitution, I have a right to my own be- 
liefs, a right to associate with those that I prefer to associate with, and 
this is guaranteed me, and this committee has undertaken to invade 
my conscience. 

Fourthly, as a businessman, many of my customers have the impres- 
sion that this is a court, and that I am being tried on criminal charges, 
and that it is up to this particular court to determine whether I am 
innocent or guilty. 

I want to make it known now that this hearing is unlawful, that 
you are not a judge, jury, prosecutor, and that you cannot try me or 
punish me. 

Mr. Jackson. I am very glad to have the witness make that state- 
ment. 

Mr. Lessner. May I still have the floor, Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. JAcKson. Yes. 

Mr. Lessner. Lastly, the Bill of Rights specifically states: You can- 
not compel me to bear witness against myself. 

Mr. TaveENNER. May I suggest the witness be directed to answer the 
question ? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes; the witness is directed to answer the pending 
question. Perhaps it should be asked again. That was some time ago. 

Mr. Esrrrman. May we ask that the sound effects also be turned off, 
Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Jackson. Any request that is to be made—— 

Mr. Esterman. Will you ask the— 

Mr. Lessner. Will you kindly turn off the sound effects. I re- 
quested that previously. 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, I know you did. The committee ruled on your 
request. The present conditions in the hearing room are those that 
will continue during the course of your testimony. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what was the 
type of your employment between 1944 and 1948 in San Diego. 

That is the question which you refused to answer and you have 
now been directed by the chairman to answer it. 
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Mr. Lessner. Mr. Chairman, it is the same question. I will give 
you the same answer, and it is the same Bill of Rights. 

Mr. Jackson. You decline to answer the question for the reasons 
you stated, is that correct ? 

Mr. Lessner. No comment, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you at any time during the period I have 
mentioned—— 

Mr. Jackson. Just a moment, counsel. 

Mr. TavenNER. Excuse me. 

Mr. Jackson. The question was asked by counsel and the commit- 
tee would appreciate an answer or a declination to answer from you 
on that point, on the question. That is a reasonable request and a 
fair one, whether or not you are going to decline to answer the ques- 
tion that was asked on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Lessner. May I ask this, Mr. Chairman. During this period 
do you have any evidence that I have committed any illegal act or 
wrong? 

Mr. Jackson. No. Now, let us make it very clear in the record that 
you are not being charged or accused of anything. You are being 
asked to supp ly the committee with information which sworn testi- 
mony before the committee would indicate that you have in your 
possession and that it is within your power to furnish that informa- 
tion. This is not an accusation. There is no charge leveled. You 
will not be accused. You will be asked questions based upon sworn 
testimony. We are not a court, a judge, a prosecutor, nor a jury. 
It is a legitimate inquiry directed by the United Ste ites Congress. 

Mr. Doyze. I wish to state in addition to the chairman’s statement to 
the witness, we have never claimed to be a judge or a jury or claim 
to find guilty. 

Mr. Lessner. Actions sometimes speak louder than words, and you 
do punish although it may not be any deliberate awareness on your 
part, but with reference to the Chair’s— 

Mr. Dorie. I am quite aware that you have prepared speeches, 
prepared personally, in front of you. 

Mr. Lessner. I am not reading. 

Mr. Doyitx. You were a minute ago. 

Mr. Lessner. That is my right. 

Mr. Dorie. That is right. 

Mr. Lessner. Then why bring it up? 

Mr. Doyte. If it isn’t a speech that is quite all right, if you don’t 
remember it, but on the other hand I just want you to know that the 
committee is not claiming to be a judge or a jury nor find-guilt nor 
find innocence. We are not doing it today and we have not been. 

Mr. Lessner. Then why amI here? ~ 

Mr. Dorie. You are here because under Public Law 601 you are : 
United States citizen and your United States Congress has asleseted 
this group to come out here and see the extent of your knowledge i in 
connection with subversive activities in San Diego and other areas, 
and we, under sworn testimony, I believe, have sworn testimony, that 
vou know quite a little bit about it. We are asking you to answer us 
honestly and frankly for » benefit of the Congress you claim to 
honor. 

Mr. LESSNI R. You mention there has been sworn testimonv. Has it 
been publicized ? ; 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 4817 


Mr. Jackson. That is a matter that absolutely does not relate to 
the question that is pending. A question has been asked you. You 
have been directed by the Chair to answer the question. 

Mr. Lessner. Will you repeat the question, please ? 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. The question still is, what was your employment in 
San Diego between 1944 and 1948? 

Mr. Lessner. Mr. Chairman, I decline to answer that on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Mr. Lessner. That I stated before. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time—— 

Mr. Lessner. Wait a minute. I am not through. 

Mr. Esrerman. May it be agreed he does not have to repeat the 
grounds? 

Mr. Tavenner. Certainly, if he says on the grounds previously 
stated, I assume the chairman will accept it. 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Mr. Esterman. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Lessner, did you at any time serve as probation 
oflicer in the San Diego County Probation Department from 1944 to 
1948 ? 

(At this point Mr. Lessner conferred with Mr. Esterman.) 

Mr. Lessner. Well, the dates, I am not sure of the dates, but as a 
matter of record, I was a probation officer. 

Mr. Tavenner. For how long a period of time were you an officer? 

Mr. Lessner. I would have to look up the record. I don’t know 
exactly. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your best judgment ? 

Mr. Lessner. I think, Mr. Tavenner, you could look up the records 
as wellas I. I mean, I am under oath now. I am not going to even 
give in round numbers what I think it is. 

Mr. Jackson. Does counsel have the period of his employment? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Is there any approximation, whether 1 year, 2 years, 
or 5 years 4 

Mr. Lessner. Oh, I think it has been a couple of years. 

Mr. Jackson. Two years that you so served? 

Mr. Lessner. Possibly. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the period of time that I have mentioned 
between 1944 and 1948, did you have any official position in connec 
tion with the Federal Housing project in this area? 

Mr. Lessner. Is that on your subversive list ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, it certainly is not. It certainly is not. 

Mr. Lessner. Then I shall answer, as I did in reference to the pro 
bation office job, that that was possibly about 2 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the period that you were either a member 
of the probation department or as an official connected with the Fed- 
eral Housing Administration, were you a member of the professional 
group or cell of the Communist Party in San Diego? 

(At this point Mr. Lessner conferred with Mr. Esterman.) 
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Mr. Lessner. Mr. Chairman, I shall decline to answer that question 
on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Are you now a member of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Lessner. Same question, same answer, the same Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you have a question, Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doyur. No questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Is there any reason why the witness should not be 
excused ? 

Mr. TAVENNER. No, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused from further attendance on 
his subpena. 

Mr. James E. Toback. 

Mr. Esrerman. Without repeating it, I am making the same request 
for this witness that I am making for the previous one, and I assume 
the ruling is the same. 

Mr. Jackson. The ruling is the same. 

Will you raise your right hand, please ? 

Do you solemnly swear in the testimony you are about to give before 
ss subcommittee you will tell the truth. the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth so help you God? 

Mr. Torack. I do. 

Mr. JAcKson. Be seated, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please ? 


TESTIMONY OF JAMES E. TOBACK, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
WILLIAM B. ESTERMAN 


Mr. Topac K. James E. Toback. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel, Mr. Toback ? 

Mr. Topack. I am. 

Mr. EsrTerM AN. My hame is in the record. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it the same counsel ? 

Mr. Esrerman. I have every reason to believe that it is. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Toback ? 

Mr. Tonack. I was born in Ukraine. That is part of Russia. 

Mr. Jackson. When did you arrive in this country ¢ 

Mr. Tornack. I believe it was in 1906. 

Mr. TAvenNer. Are you a naturalized American citizen ¢ 

Mr. Topack. I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you naturalized ¢ 

Mr. Tonack. It isa matter of record. 

Mr. TAvENNER. When was it? 

Mr. Torack. Approximately 1944, maybe 1943, maybe 1945. 1 think 
it was about 1944. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were you naturalized ? 

Mr. Torsack. Right here in San Diego. 

Mr. TAveNNER. Now, when did you move to San Diego? 

Mr. Torack. You mean when I first arrived here in San Diego? 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Topack. Oh, approximately, I believe around 1932 

Mr. TAvENNER. 1932? 
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Mr. Topack. I believe. It is 20—somewhere around that time. 
[ haven’t the memory that some of the witnesses have shown here. 
Have you the date? 

Mr. TAveNNER. No; I do not. 

Mr. Tosack. About, I would say, somewhere around 1982. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your statement with reference to what 
some of the witnesses have shown here? I didn’t quite understand it. 

Mr. Torack. I mean, you ask about cams that took place some 
20 years ago, and I possibly haven’t the memory that all the witnesses 
have shown. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Well, is your memory sufficient to state whether 
or not their testimony was correct as to your membership in the Com 
munist Party? 

(At this point Mr. Toback conferred with Mr. Esterman.) 

Mr. Tosack. Mr. Tavenner, I respectfully decline to answer that 
— respect ee for the following reasons: 

The Bill of Rights protects me from any attempt to force me 
to han witness ited myself, and I want to point out to this com- 
mittee that no inference can be drawn from my refusal to answer. 

You have neither the right nor the power to accuse me or to 
punish me. You are not a court. 

Under the first amendment and the Bill of Rights I am guar- 
anteed freedom of conscience, and because you have no power to 
legislate in matters of conscience, you have no right to inquire. 

Mr. TAveNNER. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
any time prior to your naturalization in 1944 in San Diego? 

Mr. Tosack. It is the same question and gets the same answer as 
previously stated. 

Mr. TAveNnNeR. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Tonack. Same question, same answer. 

Mr. 'TAvENNER. | have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. No questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Is there any reason why the witness should not be 
excused ¢ 

Mr. 'TAVENNER. No, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused from any further attendance 
under the subpena. 

Will you call your next witness? 

Mr. TAveNNER. Mr. Esco L. Richardson. 

Mr. Esrerman. I have the honor to represent this witness. 

Mr. Jackson. The same request ? 

Mr. Esrerman. The same request and the same partial denial. 

Mr. Jackson. The same answer. 

Will you raise your right hand, please? 

Do you solemnly swear in the testimony you are about to give before 
this subcommittee you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God ¢ 

Mr. Ricrnarpson. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 
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TESTIMONY OF ESCO L. RICHARDSON, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, WILLIAM B. ESTERMAN 


Mr. Ricnarpson. Esco L. Richardson. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. I am. 

Mr. Esterman. Same counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Richardson ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Orange County, Ill., January 29, 1904. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you move to the west coast ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. I believe in 19—you said when did I move to the 
west coast ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Ricnarpson. I was born in Orange County. 

Mr. Tavenner. I thought you said Illinois. 

Mr. Ricuarpson. No. I believe it was 1928. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where have you resided since 1928. 

Mr. Ricuarpson. You want me to tell you all the places I have 
resided since 1928 ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to know what areas; not necessarily the 
particular address. 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Well, there have been quite a number. Los An- 
geles County first. 

Mr. Tavenner. From what period to what ‘period # 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Approximately 1928 to 1932, the first part of 193: 
1933 to 1940 or the first part of 1941 in San Diego. In 1941 in pe 
Angeles County again. The latter part of 1941 in the State of Wash- 
ington. From Washington back to Los Angeles County again, where 
I remained, I believe, until 1943 or 1944, when I moved to the island of 
Curacao in the West Indies. In 1945 I was back in Los Angeles again, 
remained there until 1947, when I made a trip to the Pacific on a job; 
I was in the island of Guam. 

Mr. TAvENNER. What was the period when you were in Guam ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. That was the period; it was in 1948. Perhaps I 
left in the latter part of 1947. 

Mr. TavenNER. What was the nature of your employment at Guam? 

(At this point Mr. Richardson conferred with Mr. Esterman. ) 

Mr. Ricnarpson. I was employed by the Pacific island engineers 
as a surveyor. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has received evidence as to the 
manner in which the Communist Party induced its members to run 
for political office or to be registered on various committees or groups 
of the Communist Party as Communist Party members. The com- 
mittee has in its possession a declaration of candidacy, under date of 
August 27, 1940, showing that you declared or that a person by the 
name of Esco L. Richardson declared himself a party candidate for 
nomination to the office of Congress in the 20th district on the Com- 
munist Party ticket. I would like to ask you first whether or not you 
can identify the signature on this photostatic copy as being yours, on 
the document I refer to? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Do you have the original ? 

Mr. Tavenner. That is a photostatic copy. 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Of the original ? 
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Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Will you turn it over and let the witness see 
it, please ? 

(At this point Mr. Richardson conferred with Mr. Esterman.) 

Mr. Ricuarpson. In answer to this question, I must respectfully 
decline to answer for these reasons: That it is my belief that this com- 
mittee is exceeding the powers that are granted to Congress by the 
Constitution; that it is usurping the power of the judiciary. The 
method in which these hearings are conducted, although it has been 
stated it is not a trial, it certainly is a trial to the individuals who 
are called here. They are tried and condemned by the questions and 
by the innuendoes that are made. Their livelihoods are threatened 
and great harm sometimes comes to them. They are denied the fund 
amental rights which the Constitution guarantees to every person who 
is accused of a crime, the right to be represented by counsel, the right 
to be informed of the accusations that are made, the right to confront 
and to cross-examine the accusers, the right to trial by jury in a 
public court. 

The duty of trying individuals who are charged with committing 
crimes is reserved specifically by the Constitution to the judiciary, 
and the procedures under which these hearings are to be held are care- 
fully outlined so that false accusations cannot be made without being 
answered. This is not true of the type of hearing that we are having 
here. 

The Constitution also guarantees the right of free speech and free 
association. 

It also guarantees me the right to listen and to remain silent. 

This committee, I believe, violates the right of due process and the 
right to be protected against unlawful search and seizure. 

The fifth amendment of the Constitution specifically says that no 
American shall be compelled to be a witness against himself, and I 
again want to call the committee’s attention that the courts have 
warned this committee and others that no inference of guilt can be 
drawn from the fact that I claim this protection for myself. 

I, therefore, refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you an organizer in the Communist Party 
in San Diego at any per iod of time? 

Mr. RicuaArpson. ‘That is the same question. The same answer. I 
claim my constitutional privilege. 

Mr. TavenNER. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Ricnarpson. That is the same question, and the answer applies. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. No questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Is there any reason why the witness should not be 
excused ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused from further testimony under 
the subpena. 

The committee will take a brief recess until 3: 30. 

(Whereupon at 3:23 p. m., the committee took a recess until 
3:36 p. m.) 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will be in order. 

Who is your next witness ¢ 
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Mr. Tavenner. Mr. John B. Olson. 

Will you come forward, ple ase, Mr. ( ylsory 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand, please ? 

Do you solemnly swear, in the testimony you are about to give be- 
fore this subcommittee, you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ¢ 

Mr. Otson. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us your full name, please ? 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN B. (BEN) OLSON, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, ROBERT R. RISSMAN 


Mr. Ouson. John Bennett Olson the second. 

Mr. ‘TAVENNER. Are you accompanied by counsel ¢ 

Mr. Ouson. I am. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Rissman. My name is Robert R. Rissman. I am practicing 
law at 257 Spring Street, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Mr. Tavenner. What did you state was your name, your first name 4 

Mr. Otson. John. 

Mr. TavenNER. John Bennett ? 

Mr. ()LSON. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you also known as Ben? 

Mr. Orson. Yes; I am generally known as Ben. 

Mr. TavenneR. When and where were you born, Mr. Olson ¢ 

Mr. Orson. Minneapolis, Minn. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Y« ow live on the west coast ? 

Mr. Orson. I do. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Wher did you come to the west coast ? 

Mr. Orson. In 1938. 

Mr. TAveENNER. Where do you reside ? 

Mr. Outson. In Los Angeles. 

fr. Tavenner. Have you lived in San Diego or the vicinity of San 

Diego? 3 
Mr. Orson. Yes: I have. 
Mr. Tavenner. Where? 

Mr. Oxuson. I lived in La Jolla. 

Mr. TAVENNER. When was that ? 

Mr. Ouson. I lived here in 1941 to 1943 and from 1947 to 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. Whiat is your occupation or profession ? 

Mr. O_son. If you mean present employment, I wish I could answer 

it definitely. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your field; aside from what your present 
employment may be, what is your field of employment generally ? 

Mr. Orson. Iam a biologist. 

Mr. Tavenner. A biologist ? 

Mr. Oxuson. Yes; Lam. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your edu- 

itional training has been for the field of biology ? 

Mr. Ouson. I have a Ph. D. degree. I have gone through all the 
requirements for that. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Will you tell the committee, please, where you re- 


ceived your educational traini ot 
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Mr. Otson. I prefer not to answer that question. I would like to 
tell you why, or let’s put it this way: | will answer those questions in 
closed executive session but not here in public hearing. I am proud 
of all the institutions with which I have ever been associated. | 
realize what happens when a person is subpenaed and brought before 
the committee. Headlines are rampant, and I do not want to bring 
these—— 

Mr. TAVEN NER. Let me change the form of the question. 

Mr. Otson. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. There was a witness, Mrs. Berman, on the witness 
stand this morning, and she was the dues director of the Communist 
Party here in San Diego. She produced a card with the name of 
Ben, B-e-n, period a period, She identified in her testimony that 
information as referring to you. Now, on this same card appears 
the letters “E. D.,” which she also says meant educational director. 
Were you educational director of any group ? 

Mr. Otson. First of all. she said it applies to me ? 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Otson. If I understand you correctly ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Ouson. ] didn’t know any such connection had been established. 
I wasn’t aware of that. 

Mr. TavENNER. Let me ask you now, was her identification of you 
as a member of the Communist Party correct, or was it in error? 

Mr. Ouson. I would like to have it clear right now that I decline to 
answer that question, and I would be happy to give you my reasons 
why. 

I almost do not know where to begin, because it is such a very long 
story. I am very happy to be here. I have never felt more free and 
less under pressure in my life. This is the sort of thing that is feared 
in the academic world in which I have lived. The best of liberals 
are always afraid they are going to be called before the committee, 
and it is just a standing joke, and at least here I am, and I am very 
glad to make it clear, and I am proud to stand on the Bill of Rights in 
declining. 

If a person did not take the opportunity of using that Bill of 
Rights, it wouldn’t mean a thing, and out the window it would g 
with dirty water, and would go all of the freedom which the country 
enjoys. 

Therefore, I decline to answer this question on the first amendment. 
It is an inquiry into my freedom to associate with whomever I wish 
to associate and hold whichever beliefs I wish to hold. 

I will extend this to say that it does not apply just to this question 
but to any organization which you might mention here, for one 
never knows how long this list is going to grow of organizations. 

I will not decline to answer questions just in reference to a particular 
organization, but any other organizations which might exist on lists 
of which I know nothing. 

I decline on the basis of the fifth amendment, being fully aware 
that the fifth amendment is there not just to protect the guilty but is 
there just as much to protect the innocent. I am very pleased to in- 
voke the fifth amendment in my behalf. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Mrs. Mildred Berman testified here this morning 
that you were employed in some capacity at the time that you were 
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a member of a group of the Communist Party at Scripps Institute, 
and that you lived on the campus. Was her statement in that respect 
true or was it false? 

(At this point Mr. Olson conferred with Mr. Rissman.) 

Mr. Otson. I am not here to testify as to the truth or falsity of the 
statements of your other witnesses. Therefore, I will decline to 
answer that on the same grounds as I before have invoked. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me ask you whether you did live on the campus 
of Scripps? 

Mr. Ouson. I lived on the campus at Scripps Institute. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you employed there? 

Mr. Otson. I was a graduate student at Scripps Institution; and 
I received 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the period when you were there? 

Mr. Orson. The periods named as to my residence in San Diego. 

Mr. TAvENNER. 1941 to 1943 and 1947 to 1948 ? 

Mr. Outson. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. During that time, were you aware of the existence 
of a cell or group of the Communist Party among either the students 
or faculty of that institution ? 

Mr. Orson. TI shall have to decline to answer that question on the 
same grounds as I used before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Ouson. I decline to answer that question for the same reasons, 
and you may ask me about any other organization which may or could 
be on your list, and the answer would have to be the same. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Our subject of investigation relates to Communist 
Party activities in this area. 

Mr. Oxson. I thought it related to un-American activities. 

Mr. Tavenner. You think there is a distinction ? 

Mr. Otson. That is a matter of opinion, which I cannot be required 
to answer, 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Any questions, Mr. Doy le? 

Mr. Doyie. No, sir 

Mr. Jackson. Is there any reason why the witness should not be 
excused ¢ 

Mr. TAvENNER. No, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused from further attendance at 
this hearing. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Carl Callender, will you come forward, please ? 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your hight hand, sir? 

Mr. CatLenper. No television. 

Mr. JAC KSON, You do not want to be teley ised ? 

Mr. CALLENDER. That is right. 

Mr. Jackson. No television camera will be turned on the witness. 

Mr. CALLenver. And the lights likewise. 

Mr. Jackson. The lights will be turned off. The same condition 
will exist as with the previous witness who requested it. 

Raise your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear in the test imony you are about to give before 
this subcommittee, vou W il] tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. CALLENDER. I do. 
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Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 
Mr. TAvVENNER. What is your name, please, sir ? 


TESTIMONY OF CARL C. CALLENDER, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, ROBERT R. RISSMAN 


Mr. CaLLenver. Car] C. Callender. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Will you spell your last name ? 

Mr. CALLENDER. C-a-l-]-e-n-d-e-r. 

Mr, ‘TAVENNER. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. CALLeNper. I am. 

Mr. TavenNner. Will your counsel please identify himself for the 
record ¢ 

Mr. Rissman. Robert R. Rissman, of Los Angeles. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Callender ? 

Mr. CALLENDER. I was born in Butler, Pa., June 24, 1904. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to the west coast / 

Mr. Cauuenper. I think it was the latter part of 1935 or the early 
part of 1936. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where have you resided since 1935 or 1936 ¢ 

Mr. CaLiLenper. Practically all of the time in San Diego County. 

Mr. Tavenner. You state practically all of the time. Is there 
any other place that you resided during that period of time ? 

Mr. Cauttenper. Well, I spent about perhaps 8 or 9 months in 
Seattle. Perhaps a month in Monterey, Calif. That might even be 
2 months. 

Mr. Tavrnner. Mr. Callender, the committee has information 
which would indicate that you are in a position to give quite a bit 
of information relating to the existence of various groups or cells 
of the Communist Party in San Diego. For instance, this morning 
a witness, Mrs. Mildred Berman, who was dues director for the county 
organization here of the Communist Party, produced a card which 
she had made out at the time that she occupied that position which 
bears this information, “Carl C.” She identified that as a mean- 
ing, as referring to Carl Callender, and opposite your names appears 
on this card, “D. and M.” which she said meant dues and member- 
ship director of the Communist Party. My first question is whether 
or not she is correct in identifying this card and identifying you 
as having been the dues and membership director of a group of the 
Communist Party in San Diego. 

(At this point Mr. Callender conferred with Mr. Rissman.) 

Mr. CauLenper. Mr. Chairman, to save your time and mine, I won't 
quote the first and fifth amendment, but I do wish hereby to invoke 
both of those amendments. I do not wish to state whether—what 
was her name ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Mildred Berman. 

Mr. Cautenper. Whether Mildred Berman was telling the truth 
or not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why / 

Mr. CaLuenper. I have stated my reasons, the first and fifth amend 
ments to the Constitution. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness has declined to answer the question on the 
vround of the first and fifth amendments. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Catienper. The same answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Dan Taylor? 

(At this point Mr. Callender conferred with Mr. Rissman.) 

Mr. Cautenper. I will decline to discuss anybody I know under 
my grounds, my rights under the fifth amendment of the Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. Anybody ? 

Mr. CaLuenper. Whether I know them or not. 

Mr. Tavenner. That means what you say, you decline to discuss 

oer 6 

Mr. CaLLenper. At ybody, Mr. Chairman, that you may ask about. 

Mr. 1 \VENNER. Or do you mean anybody who was in the Com- 


munist Party / 
Mr. CaLLenper. I repeat, anybody that you may ask about. 
Mr. Tavenner. Have you | ever been a member of the Communist 


Party ¢ 

Mr. CaLLenpeER. I decline to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mir. Jackson. Mr. Doyle ¢ 

Mr. Dorie. No questions. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused and released from subpena. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. La Verne Lym. 

Mr. Jackson. Call him again. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. La Verne Lym, L-y- 

I am reasonably certain, Mr. Piatenan, that I have agreed with 
counsel as a matter of convenience that witness be called tomorrow 
instead of today. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well, call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Nathan Zal alsky. 

Mr. Esrrrman. May the record show the same request about tele- 
vision “ radio and the lights, Mr. Chairman, most respectfully ? 

Mr. Jackson. The same ruling will be made as in the case of the 
other witnesses. The light will be turned out and the camera will 
refrain from photographing the witness during the course of his 
testim<¢ ny. 

Please raise your right hand and be sworn, sir 

Do you solemnly swear in the testimony you are about to give before 
the subcommittee, you will tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Zanausky. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please sir ? 


TESTIMONY OF NATHAN ZAHALSKY, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, WILLIAM B. ESTERMAN 


Mr. Zanartsky. Nathan Zahalsky. 

Mr. TavenNneR. Are you accompanied by counsel, Mr. Zahalsky ? 
Mr. ZAnArsxy. I am, sir. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 
Mr. Esterman. William B. Esterman, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Zahalsky ? 
Mr. Zanarsky. I was born January 10, 1904, in Russia. 

Mr. Tavenner. What day ? 


A mh mI 


jerme 
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Mr. Zanausky. January 10, 1904. 

Mr. Tavenner. 1904. Will you speak up a little; please, sir. And 
what was the place of your birth ¢ 

Mr. Zanausky. I don’t remember even how to spell it. B-r-a-d-e-n 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to this country ¢ 

Mr. ZAHALSKY. 1926. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a naturalized American citizen / 

Mr. ZAHAtsky. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you naturalized ¢ 

Mr. ZaAuausky. Florence, Ariz. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you move to the State of California ¢ 

Mr. Zanarsky. 1942. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you lived here continuously since that time ? 

Mr. Zanarsky. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where have you lived in California ? 

Mr. Zanausky. In San Diego. 

Mr. Tavenner. In San Diego! 

Mr. Zanarsky. All the way through, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have lived in San Diego continuously since 
1942 ¢ 

Mr. Zanausky. That is right. 

Mr. TaveNner. What is your profession or occupation, Mr. Za- 
halsky ? 

Mr. Zauausky. I have a men’s store. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Zahalsky, the committee has information indi- 

cating that you can be of some assistance to it in helping it to ascertain 
the facts regarding the existence of a professional group or cell of the 
Communist Party in San Diego. Will you tell the committee, please, 
whether or not you know that there was such a group in San Diego? 

Mr. Zanarsky. Have you finished the question? Is the question 
finished now ? 

Mr. TaveNNER. Yes, sir. 

(At this point Mr. Zahalsky conferred with Mr. Esterman. ) 

Mr. Zanarsky. I will not answer this question for the following 
reasons : 

First, that this invades my constitutional privilege under the first 
amendment of the Constitution. 

Second, that this is an attempt to violate my rights under the fourth 
amendment. 

Third, it is a violation of my rights to remain silent if I choose 
and—— 

(Mr. Zahalsky here put on his glasses.) 

May I restate the third one ? 

Third, it is a violation of my right to remain silent if I choose, and 
you are forbidden under article V of the Bill of Rights to tell me 
to be a witness against myself. 

Fourth, this proceeding violates my rights to due process under 
article V of the Bill of Rights. 

Fifth, you have no right to ask me this question, because you are not 
a court or are not judges, and I am not on trial. 

Finally, I remind you that silence does not mean guilt, and it is un- 
lawful to draw such conclusions. 

Mr. 'TavenneER. In other words, you will not tell the committee any 
facts within your knowledge regarding a Communist Party cell « 
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group known as the professional group in San Diego? I understand 
you refuse to answer ¢ 

Mr. Zauasky. Is that another question ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. ZAHALSKY. Same question, same answer. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Were you a member of that professional group of 
the Communist Party? 

Mr. ZAHALsKy. Same question, same answer. 

Mr. TavENNER. We can’t hear you. 

Mr. ZAHALSKY. Same question, same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party / 

Mr. ZAHALsKY. Same question, same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyte. I have no questions. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused from further attendance under 
his subpena. 

Call your next one. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. John Lang, will you come forward, please ? 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand, sir ? 

Do you solemnly swear in the testimony you are about to give before 
this subcommittee, you will tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Lana. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN LANG 


Mr. Lance. John Lang. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Lang, it is the practice of the committee to 
explain to each witness that he has the right to consult counsel at any 
time he desires during the course of the witness’ testimony. Do you 
clesire counsel ? 

Mr. Lane. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born ? 

Mr. Lane. In Chicago, Tll., in 1914. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you now reside in San Diego? 

Mr. Lana. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you resided in San Diego? 

Mr. Lana. Since 1921. 

Mr. Taverner. What has been vour educational training ? 

Mr. Lane. About 2 years of high school. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Lang, the committee desires to understand as 
fully as it can how the Communist Party has functioned in this area 
n the various projects which it has undertaken, and particularly in 
the field of labor. Have you had any op portunity to see the manner 
in which the Communist P arty has fiinctioned in the field of labor? 

Mr. Lane. Ihave some small knowledge regarding that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you speak a little louder? You say you have 
some small knowledge of that? 

Mr. Lane. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did vou acquire it through experience in the 
(‘ommunist Party yourself ? 


aca aR A I 
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Mr. Lana. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you join the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Lana. In the fall of 1943. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain a Communist Party 
member ? 

Mr. Lane. Until about the middle of 1946. 

Mr. TaveENNeER. I want to ask you both the circumstances under 
which you entered the party and under which you left, but for the 
present will you just tell us the circumstances under which you became 
a member of the party 

Mr. Lane. I had just been recently elected an officer of my union 
and I was sought out for membership by certain Communists who 
were members of my union. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. What was that union? 

Mr. Lane. The painters’ union. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. The painters’ union. You are a painter by pro- 
fession or trade? 

Mr. Lane. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you acquired a position of leadership in your 
union ¢ 

Mr. Lana. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. And then your joining the Communist Party was 
sought by the Communists 4 

Mr. Lane. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position did you hold in the union at that 
time? 

Mr. Lane. At that election I was elected vice president and a dele- 
gate to the Central Labor Council, a delegate to the joint committee 
between the painters and the contractors association, and a member of 
the executive board of the local union, as I remember. 

Mr. TavenNER. How long was it after you were elected to those 
positions that you began to receive attention from the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Lana. Very shortly. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were the Communist Party members who 
began showing you attention ? 

Mr. Lane. The business agent of our union, Mr. Buchanan. 

Mr. TaveNNER. What was the first name? 

Mr. Lane. David. 

Mr. Tavenner. David Buchanan. He was the business agent of 
your local? 

Mr. Lane. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he publicly known at that time as a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Lane. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did the rank and file membership of your painters’ 
union know that they had elected to that position a member of the 
Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Lana. No, they did not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, tell us what occurred when Mr. Buchanan 
came to see you. How did he approach you? 

Mr. Lane. Well, actually my approach to the Communist Party 
did not come from Mr. Buchanan, but through other members within 
ur organization. 








4830 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


Mr. Tavenner. Tell the committee just how it occurred. 

Mr. Lane. Specifically the one who approved me on the question 
was Claude Laxon. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Claude Laxon ? 

Mr. Lane. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he hold any official position in your local at 
that time ? 

Mr. Lana. I believe not at that time, no. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did any others approach you on the subject of 
becoming a member of the party ? 

Mr. Lana. I would like to put it this way, that none of those mem- 
bers actually at any time ever asked me to join the Communist Party, 
to the best of my knowledge. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, how was the matter approached ? 

Mr. Lane. In a rather indirect way. Laxon approached me one 
time as we were having a little chat and asked me if I had a half 
a dollar, =. I handed to him without asking the reason for it. 
So he said, “You are now a member of the Communist Party.” 

Mr. Tavenner. That quickly ? 

Mr. Lana. Just like that. So, of course, it seemed like a gag to 
me at the time, and so I thought, well, I will go along with the gag, 
and within a few days, why, I found that it wasn’t a gag. 

Mr. Tavenner. I assume you thought a number of times about that 
and wished it was a gag, haven’t you? 

Mr. Lane. You are very right, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. 

Mr. Lane. However, even after I found that it was actually true, 
that this was the Communist Party, I suppose my curiosity was aroused 
to a certain extent. I mean, I had heard some little ‘things about 
the Communist vie and this seemed like a firsthand way to find 
out more about it, and I reasoned with myself that anything so easy 
to get into shoul 1 be equally as easy to get out. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you find that to be true? 

Mr. Lane. In some respects, yes. At any rate, as far as the party 
is concerned, when I dropped my membership i in 1946 I haven’t until 
the present day been contacted again by the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee about the first Com- 
munist Party meeting that you attended ? 

Mr. Lane. As I recall, it was just an informal gathering at my 
own home, and it was teh rhe by one Matt Vidaver, who at that 
time was the party organizer for San Diego, and was attended, as I 
remember, by Laxon and his wife and Harry Shermis and his wife. 

Mr. TAVENNER. as ry Shermis? 

Mr. Lane. Yes. 

Mr. TAvENNER. rte do you spell the last name ? 

Mr. Lana. S-h-e-r-m-i-s. 

Mr. TAvENNER. All right. Any others that you can now recall ¢ 

Mr. Lane. I believe that that was all, to the best of my knowledge. 
It was a very informal gathering, just, you might say, a get-acqu: ainted 
type of thing. At this particular meeting Mr. Vidaver, who was the 
party organizer, attempted to express some views, general views con- 
cerning the workings of the Communist Party, and what it stood for, 
and its attempts to achieve, and so forth, and all of his reasoning at 
that time seemed quite reasonable as far as I was concerned. 


ene 
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Mr. Tavenner. Well, as you progressed in the work of the Com- 
munist Party, will you tell what seemed to be its principal objectives, 
as far as they related to you? 

Mr. Lane. Well, so far as they concerned me directly, the principal 
objective seemed to be to carry on my work within my trade union 
and with other bodies of that nature that I was affiliated with, and to 
do everything possible toward bringing about the successful termina- 
tion of the war that the country was engaged in at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many members of your group of the Com- 
munist Party were members of your local union ? 

Mr. Lane. To the best of my knowledge, there were 6. 

Mr. TavenNer. Who were they ? 

Mr. Lane. David Buchanan, myself, Oliver Hagen, Harry Shermis, 
Claude Laxon, and Hal Hoyt. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Will you give us that name again / 

Mr. Lane. Hal Hoyt. 

Mr. Tavenner. H-o-y-t? 

Mr. Lana. I believe that is the spelling. H-a-l. 

Mr. Tavenner. And in what way did this group endeavor to work 
within your local union ? 

Mr. Lane. Well, en a number of occasions resolutions were intro- 
duced into our local union by certain elements within our union that 
sought to bring about a stoppage of work on our defense jobs in the 
area, and that was one of our major concerns at that time, and we all 
on many occasions took the floor on that, on an argument opposing 
such actions. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did your group of the Communist Party endeavor 
to hold meetings ahead of important meetings of your local to deter- 
mine what course of action your local should take ? 

Mr. Lane. Quite frequently. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did your whole group of the Communist Party 
endeavor to decide who the officers were to be in your local ? 

Mr. Lane. They sought to decide that. That is, insomuch as they 
sought the nominations and the elections, and I should say they hoped 
for the election of said people. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there anything that happened to indicate that 
the rank and file of your local union was actually anti-Communist 
and was opposed to communism ? 

Mr. Lane. Yes. There was a good deal of discussion on the floor 
of our local union along those lines, and an anti-Communist feeling 
was expressed on many occasions there. Furthermore, there is a 
clause in the Constitution of the Brotherhood of Painters and Deco- 
rators which forbids membership in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. You said that Dave Buchanan was the business 
agent of your local. 

Mr. Lane. That is true. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have also said that it was not known that he 
was a member of the Communist Party but at a later time did it be- 
come publicly known that Dave Buchanan was a Communist ? 

Mr. Lana. Yes, sir; through his own admission. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did that h: appen ¢ 

Mr. Lana. They had sought about expelling him from the union 
on suspicion of being a member of the Communist Party, and he 
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publicly announced that he was a member of the Communist Party at 
that time and was proud of it. So that expedited his expulsion. 

Mr. Tavenner. Your local then took action to expell him ? 

Mr. Lane. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there any particular program of the Com- 
munist Party that you can recall now that the Communist Party 
attempted to project into vour local ? 

Mr. Lane. The Communist Party attempted on several occasions to 
introduce resolutions favoring different things that the party was in- 
terested in at that time. For one thing, the establishment of a second 
front in the European theater of war. They were very much inter- 
ested in bringing about a change in the A. F. of L. national policy to 
the effect that they would recognize the World Federation of Trade 
Unions, and the painters’ union did adopt such a resolution, and it 
was sent in turn, if I remember correctly, to the Central Labor Coun- 
cil, which I think turned the proposition down. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, that is a very important matter in the field of 
labor. Are you familiar with the position that the American Fed- 
eration of Labor took in regard to the World Federation of Trade 
Unions? 

Mr. Lane. I think that I am familiar with their general arguments 
against affiliation with the World Federation of Trade Unions, which 
was basically because Communist delegates who were representatives 
at that World Federation of Labor, and they objected to sitting down 
at the council table with members of the Communist Party from what- 
ever country they might be. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I doubt if any witness has explained 
to na con mittee . 1e importance < that more fully than the witness 
Patrick Walsh, a Canadian seaman, who testified in Albany, N. Y., 
be ia this ( ite e in July of 1953, and the record of his testimony 
appearing in that hearing should probably be read along with the 
testimony of this witness. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Walsh stated, if you will permit me to read just 
a little of it: 


The American Federation of Labor knew from the very start that the World 
Federation of Trade Unions was bound to be an out-and-out Communist organ- 
zation because of the fact that in this new federation of trade unions the 
Russians would have a numerical superiority and the A. F. of L. knew, for 
example, that in Russia the trade unions are not bona fide trade unions. 
Trade-union officials in Russia are appointed by the Government and not by the 
membership, and one of the basic principles on which trade unions are founded. 
the right to strike, is denied to workers in the Soviet Union, and that is why the 
American Federation of Labor refused to join the World Federation of Trade 
Unions 


Now, notwithstanding the national organization of the American 
Federation of Labor refused to join into the World Federation of 
Trade Unions, I understand from you that your Communist group 
was interested in getting your local on the lowest level in the Amer- 

can Federation of Labor to sponsor suc ‘ha projec t. 

Mr. Lane. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us a little more in detail how they 
endeavor to influence the action of the national organization by their 
work in a local such as your local? 

Mr. Lane. I am not quite sure I understand the question. 
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Mr. TavenNer. Yes. I haven’t stated the question plainly. 

I want to know just how the Communist Party endeavored to in- 
fluence, or what they tried to do in your local to try to bring about 
action by the American Federation of Labor national organization 
which would join this Communist international organization. 

Mr. Lana. I am not positive exactly how this issue was raised in 
our own particular local union. However, the method that was being 
used was that local unions who had any Communist membership 
would all endeavor to introduce a similar resolution, and if it could 
pass these different local unions, it would, in turn, go to the higher 
bodies, which, in turn, might have forced the issue and brought 
about a reversal of the American Federation of Labor’s stand regard- 
ing the World Federation of Trade Unions. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think I should add at this point that although 
the CIO did join this World Federation of Trade Unions, they soon 
found out the character of it and withdrew from it. It is very inter- 
esting to find that even here in a small painters’ union the Communist 
Party was attempting to set the program and the pattern for forcing 
the national organization into that Communist group. 

Did you have any experience in the Communist Party outside of 
your work within the painters’ union ? 

Mr. Lana. Very little. I attended a scattered few meetings at other 
places that included others than painters, but they were very few, and 
I am not familiar with their operations and what problems they were 
working on specifically. 

Mr. Taverner. How many members were there in your painters’ 
union, I mean, how many members of the local were there at the time 
of the activities you have described ? 

Mr. Lane. Offhand I would say between a thousand and twelve 
hundred. 

Mr. TAvenner. How many Communists, to your knowledge, were 
members of the painters’ union then ? 

Mr. Lana. During the first part, or, I will say, the first half of 1944, 
there were 6. 

Mr. TavENNER. What offices did they succeed in capturing in your 
local ? 

Mr. Lane. Just the office of vice president and the position of busi- 
ness agent, which is not an office in our local union, although you are 
elected to that position. And aside from membership on the execu- 
tive board and various small committees, that was the extent of Com- 
munist participation insofar as officers were concerned. 

Mr. 'TAvENNER. Are you still a member of that union? 

Mr. Lane. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Do you know of any Communist Party membership 
in the union today? 

Mr. Lang. I think not. I would be willing to bet that there isn’t a 
single one in there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee how it would be possible 
for 6 members of the Communist Party in a membership of a thousand 
or more persons to influence the action of the union in anything, the 
election of officers, or passage of resolutions or any other matters ? 

Mr. Lana. The only explanation that I could possibly give for a 
thing like that would be the lethargy on the part of the other members 
of that particular union. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Well, what was there to indicate lethargy on their 
part ¢ 

Mr. Lance. The majority of them would rather go over to the corner 
bar and have a beer and do their discussing there. 

Mr. TavEnNER. Than to attend meetings? 

Mr. Lane. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TavenNeR. What about the Communist Party members, did 
they go to the bar or attend to their business ‘ 

Mr. Lane. They found other times to go to the bar. 

Mr. TavennER. What generally was the number in attendance that 
decided on the matters that you had reference to ¢ 

Mr. Lane. Oh, quite frequently things that we would consider 
of rather great importance would be decided on by possibly some 
hundred or one hundred and twenty-five who were present. 

Mr. Jackson. Isn’t it also true that the Communists in the union 
had a predetermined course of action, they knew where they were 
going, they knew how they were going to handle the debate on the 
floor, they knew who was going to speak and that this proves the 
power of an organized minority approach as against a disorganized 
majority of the union members ? 

Mr. Lane. That is true. 

Mr. Jackson. That has been demonstrated time and time and time 
again in testimony before this committee, and I think it is a matter that 
cannot be stressed too greatly. A very small number of people 
who know where they are going can take over a disproportionate 
number of posts of authority within an organization and due largely, 
as the witness said, to the apathy of the bulk of the membership of 
such an organization, completely control and dominate the group’s 
actions. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you run for any offices other than that of vice 
president of the union ? 

Mr. Lana. I held the office of recording secretary the 2 consecutive 
vears after the year I held the vice presidency. 

Mr. Tavenner. And during that period of time was it known to the 
ank and file membership of your group that you had become a mem- 
sor of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Lane. No, it wasn’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. Approximately what was your majority when you 
ran for election on those occasions? 

Mr. Lane. I think that I polled a majority of possibly a third, : 
little better than a third over my opponent. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was when it was not known that you were a 
member of the Communist Party ? ; 


Mr. Lane. That is true. 
Mr. Jackson. Could you have been elected to any of those offices 


had the membership known you were a member of the Communist 
Party / 

Mr. Lane. Nosir, I could not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did you have an occasion that rather proved 
that a little later ? 

Mr. Lane. Iam not sure that I understand the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you run for an office at a later date in which you 
were embarrassed as a result of the position taken by some of your 
Communist Party friends which affected your election? 


r 
| 


- 
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Mr. Lane. I hardly would go so far as to say that it had any 
direct effect on my election, or, rather, the fact that I wasn’t again 
elected, didn’t gain the election, for the simple reason that my op- 
ponent for that office has held that office continuously since 1942, 
if I am not mistaken, and still holds it today, and I polled one-third of 
the votes at that particular election, and I think that has been prob- 
ably the highest score against him in the race of that kind for that 
office. However, there was an incident, an unfortunate incident that 
did play a role to a certain extent, I will never know to what extent, 
and that was that a letter purportedly written by Dave Buchanan 
was read on the floor of the local union. Actually it had been written 
by his wife, and it recommended me as a candidate for the office and 
sought to run down the brother that held the office, and there is no 
question but that influenced the voting to a certain extent. 

Mr. Tavenner. It certainly served to identify you with the Com- 
munist Party if it was attributed to Dave Buchanan, did it not? 

Mr. Lana. Well, Dave Buchanan was not a known Communist at 
that particular time. 

Mr. Tavenner. At that time. I see. How would you describe the 
efforts of the Communist Party group within your union as to success 
or failure? 

Mr. Lane. Do you mean back during that period between 1943 and 
1946 ¢ 

Mr. TavENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Lane. I think there was a lot of weakness there, although they 
did succeed in introducing certain resolutions and endorsing certain 
resolutions. I think that they failed on most of the major things. 
However, at that particular time that I was engaged with the Com- 
munist Party, the major part of our work was directed toward trying 
to keep down strikes, and a member of our union, who as I understood 
at the time was under expulsion from the Communist Party, was labor 
chairman of the blood bank for San Diego. That took in the entire, 
all labor, that is, A. F*. of L. labor in San Diego. I myself on the 
Central Labor Council was cochairman of a war bond and war sav ings 
stamp bunch, and so from that point of view I would say we did con- 
tribute quite a bit. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the same group of the Com- 
munist Party during your entire Communist Party membership, or 
were you transferred to another group? 

Mr. Lana. I was with what could be described as the industrial 
group or the labor group during nearly all of my participation or the 
time that I was in the party, and it was only until, I believe, sometime 
in 1945, late in 1945, that I was assigned to the South Bay Club. They 
were starting an organization there and they informed me that they 
were, and by reason of the fact that I lived close there I was assigned 
to that group. 

Mr. TavENNER. Who assigned you to it ? 

Mr. Lana. I believe, if I am not mistaken, that it was Morgan Hull, 
who was the organizer at that time. However, I could be wrong. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Will you give us the names of the members of the 
South Bay cell group? 

Mr. Lana. Well, inasmuch as I attended only some very few meet- 
ings there, I can give you those who did attend at those meetings, but 
whether that was a complete list or not, I couldn't say 
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There was Agnes Adams, Melita O’Brien, and Mrs. Acanfora 

Mr. Tavenner. A-c-a-n-f-o-r-a? 

Mr. Lana. I wrote the name once, I remember very well, but I don’t 
remember how I spelled it. 

Mr. TavenneER. Do you recall the first name ? 

Mr. Lana. Ella, E-1-l-a. 

There was also Mr. and Mrs. Dugdale, Bert Dugdale. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall the wife’s name? 

Mr. Lana. Helen, I believe it was. And I believe that is all. 

Mr. Doyte. At this point the record ought to show whether or not 
these meetings were restricted to Communist Party members, or 
whether they were semipublic. Were any outsiders there who were 
not members of the Communist Party, to your personal knowledge? 

Mr. Lane. From time to time there were outsiders there, but these 
meetings that I am referring to are meetings in which I knew those 
present were members of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Jackson. They were closed meetings, the ones you have ref- 
erence to? 

Mr. Lana. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain a member of the Commu- 
nist Party after being assigned to this second group? 

Mr. Lane. I was inactive, so far as that group was concerned, on the 
grounds that I had more pressing work within my own labor union, 
and, therefore, I wasn’t required to attend except as I saw fit, or when- 
ever I was clear to do so, and when I left the party, it was in about 
July of 1946, as near as I can remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. And what? 

Mr. Lana. I just want to say that at that time Ella Acanfora was 
the chairman of that particular group, chairman or dues collector, 
I don’t know what they call it, but, at any rate, she had something 
to do with sending out notices, and so a as to when meetings were 
going to be held, and so forth, and she about that time had pressed 
me several times about my not attending those meetings, and as we 
hold our elections in June in the painters’ union, and I was defeated 
after that, in June, that is the reason I established the time that it 
must have been about that particular time. Apparently they recog- 
nized that, then I was without a job, and there was no reason why 
I shouldn’t be put to work someplace else. However, I am only assum- 
ing that, but the pressure was being put on me to attend meetings, 
and it was at that time that I realized that I had to make a break 
once and for all, so I addressed a letter to Mrs. Acanfora in which I 
resigned from the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you receive a reply of any character? 

Mr. Lana. No; I didn’t. 

Mr. TavENNER. Was any effort made at a later date to get you to 
return to the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Lana. No serious effort. However, different people that I 
knew to be Communists approached me from time to time and said, 
“Oh, you will come along; you will get over this and come along back.” 
But that was the extent of their pressuring me to come back into the 
party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, what was the real reason that you left the 
Communist Party ? 


Gow. 
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Mr. Lane. Well, because after the Duclos letter came out I saw 
a very drastic change in the activities in the general direction of the 
Communist Party, and I just couldn’t go along with that. It made 
me realize what a mistake I had made, and I was ready to break with 
the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was this difference in direction that you re- 
ferred to which brought you to the conclusion that you wanted no 
part of it, and that you realized that you had made a mistake? 

Mr. Lane. Well, during the time of my membership we were under 
the president, Earl Browder, who was the secretary of the Communist 
Party, and Browder had ideas of cooperation and collaboration be- 
tween progressive elements of all businesses, along with the working 
people, for the benefit of everybody, and it was a very good program, 
sounded fine, but Duclos in denouncing that, upset the applecart as 
far as I was concerned, and 1 am sure a lot of other people must have 
felt the same way. 

Within, I would say, a week, after that letter was received, the 
Communist Party cells had membership meetings everywhere 
throughout the country in which that letter was discussed, and L 
imagine in.a majority of the cases the letter was accepted as being 
correct because Mr. Browder is no longer the head of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you voluntarily report any knowledge that you 
acquired from your Communist Party activities to any Government 
agency ¢ 

Mr. Lane. I have given the Federal Bureau of Investigation as 
nearly as full as possible a description of my activities during that 
period. 

Mr. Tavenner. And, of course, you have severed your connections 
fully and completely with the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Lane. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I think that is all I desire to ask 
the witness. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doytz. The Duclos letter that you referred to, do you have the 
approximate year when that came to your attention? Wasn’t it in 
May or June 1945? 

Mr. Lana. I believe so, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. Why would the constitution of the Brotherhood of 
Painters and Decorators forbid membership in the Communist Party 
to any member of that union ? 

Mr. Lana. The A. F. of L. has always objected to Communists in its 
membership, and I believe that is the position of the entire A. F. of L., 
and our union, just being a part of the big brotherhood, that, of course, 
was in our constitution. 

Mr. Doyte. I know, but you knew that was in the constitution and 
yet you joined the Communist Party. 

Mr. Lana. There were quite a few things about the constitution of 
our brotherhood I didn’t know at that time. I was actualy a new 
member of the union myself, having been initiated in 1941. 

Mr. Doyte. I was wondering why you, being an officer of the union 
at the time you joined the Communist Party, did it. 

Mr. Jackson. I assume that the fact that a union constitution stated 
that no Communists could belong to the union would not in any way 
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alter the determination of a Communist to get in if he possibly could. 
Is that the case? 

Mr. Lane. That is true. 

Mr. Jackson. It might only spur him on to greater efforts in 
attempting to attain membership in the union. 

Mr. Doyxe. But this gentleman went in on a 50-cent gag, and when 
he found it wasn’t a gag he stayed there. 

Mr. Lane. There is one reason why my membership extended over 
that long period of time, and that was because apparently the Com- 
munist Party members had a sort of a hands-off policy so far as I was 
concerned, and I was never subjected to the same discipline that I am 
sure most of the Communist members have been. 

Mr. Doyze. I am sure I want to express my appreciation to you for 
being vigorous and vigilant against the Communist conspiracy after 
you had your eyes open. I said to another witness the same thing a 
few hours ago, and I want to say it to you; I think it behooves a 
young man who has been hoodwinked to go into the Communist Party, 
when you have your eyelids lifted, get out of it, and be vigorous and 

vigilant against it. It is not enough, as I see it, sir, for you men who 
have been active in the conspiracy to merely withdraw and coast along 
in one of the other political parties. I think it is up to you to con- 
tribute back to your Nation, if you can, something toward strengthen- 
ing your Nation, which you weakened while you were a member ‘of the 
Communist Party. 

I hope my remark as to why you went into it while you were a 
member of this union in violation of your own constitution isn’t too 
personal, and vet I ~ in it very definnitely, that I am shocked that you 
members of the A. F. of L. are sometimes hoodwinked enough to 
do that thing. 

When I say that, Mr. Chairman, I do not criticize, as you know, the 
two great patriotic branches of organized labor in our Nation. I re- 
spect very much their fight against the Communist conspiracy. 

That is all. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you, Mr. Doyle. 

I am sorry that what I have to say will not be carried to every 
corner of San Diego and the surrounding territory, because it repre- 
sents a very serious situation and one which I think is reprehensible. 

A witness who appeared on yesterday, Mr. Berman, and who will 
be recalled as a witness who, at the behest of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation, went into the Communist Party to make regular reports 
to the United States Government on the activities of the Communist 
Party was, following his appearance here on yesterday, dismissed 
from hisemployment. Nothing can more surely handicap the work of 
this and other committees investigating the Communist conspiracy 
than this type of reprisal against those who come forward to give the 
committee, the Congress, and the American people the benefit of their 
personal knowledge of activities within the Communist Party. 

The former Communist who has lived through the emotional and 
psychological ordeal of membership in the conspiracy and who testi- 
fies fully and in a manner marked by a quality of trustworthiness 
renders signal service to his country. To deny him rehabilitation 
and an opportunity to readjust himself politically, socially, and eco- 
nomically, is to render more reluctant others who might be moved to 
testify in the same manner. 
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Mr. Berman, as I said, entered the Communist Party not out of any 
personal wish to associate with conspirators, but at the behest of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. The reprisal against him is made 
more re nee by virtue of this fact: For his voluntary service 
to his Nation he is now made the victim of severe re pr isals. 

The committee deplores the action of Mr. Berman’s employers,’ and 
of those whose actions in this regard do more to cripple the work of 
this and others than could any frontal assault by the Communist 
Party itself. 

The committee can well understand reluctance on the part of an 
employer to hire members of the C ommunist Party or those whose 
status is not perfectly clear as to their loyalty, but to summarily dis- 
charge an employee whose only sin is cooperation with the United 
States Government is an action which will certainly meet with wide 
spread and understandable public criticism. 

The committee today reiterates its thanks of yesterday to Mr. Bei 
man, and again emphasizes the service he has re dered to his country, 
and for such a poor return. 

Mr. Doyte. I hope, Mr. Chairman, that tomorrow morning when 
we are on the air, which I understand we are not now, that you will 
read that statement again to the radio audience, so they may hear it. 

Mr. Jackson. It is the intention of the ¢ ‘hair to again repeat this 
statement tomorrow. In the interim the committee would like to ex 
press its thanks to you, sir, for your cooperation, and to express a 
personal observation that your union has quite obviously done a 
splendid job of ridding itself of Communist influence. The same 
would appear to be generally true on the basis of the evidence received 
at this time with respect to the entire San Diego area, and the com- 
mittee does express its thanks to you for your cooperation and your 
help and you are excused from further attendance under the subpena. 
[ Applause. ] 

The Chair must again caution the audience against demonstrations 
in the hearing room. 

Do vou have another witness? 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. sir. Mr. Oliver Hagan. 


TESTIMONY OF OLIVER HAGAN 


Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand, please? 

Do you solemnly swear in the testimony you are about to give before 
this subcommittee, you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Haaan. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are Mr. Oliver Hagan? 

Mr. Hacan. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel? 

Mr. Hagan. No, I am not, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you desire counsel ? 

Mr. Hagan. I do not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Hagan, because of the lateness of the hour I 
am not going to extend my examination of you, but I do want to inquire 


1Mr. Berman was subsequently reemploved and promoted. It is felt by the committee 
that a misunderstanding of the nature of his testimony resnited in an unfortunate and 
hasty decision on the part of his employers 
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into just 1 or 2 matters which I think would be helpful to the com- 
mittee. 

First of all, let me ask you, what is your trade or occupation? 

Mr. Hacan. At the present time I am a painting contractor and 
general building contractor. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of a local painters’ union ? 

Mr. Hacan. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the same union of which Mr. 
Lang was a member ? 

Mr. Hagan. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born? 

Mr. Haaan. I was born in Lees Summit, Mo., 1922. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to San Diego? 

Mr. Hagan. 1936. 

Mr. TavenNER. Were you a member of the Communist Party at any 
time? 

Mr. Hacan. Yes, I have been in the past. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you join and when did you leave the 
party, if that is true? 

Mr. Haaan. I believe it was some time in 1943, to the best of my 
memory. 

Mr. Tavenner. And when did you leave the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Haaan. I left the party in the first part of 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. You heard the testimony of Mr. John Lang, did you 
not ? 

Mr. Hacan. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was your experience in the Communist Party quite 
similar to his? 

Mr. Haaan. Yes, it was quite similar. As a matter of fact, I was 
a member of the painters’ union from 1943 until 1944, at the same 
time that he was, at which time I dropped out of the union to go into 
business for myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you speak a little louder, please? 

Mr. Hagan. Surely. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Mr. Lang near the end of his testimony referred to 
the fact that he had not received the discipline within the Communist 
Party that he understood some persons to have received. 

Mr. Hacan. Well, I would say in answer to that, according to my 
experience there was little or no discipline at that period of time, par- 
ticularly in the groups in which I was active. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether or not there was a factional 
dispute within the Communist Party which did call for some rather 
drastic action being taken ? 

Mr. Hagan. In 1948 there was a factional dispute of a nature which 
ended in quite a bit of disruption within the party, causing it to fly 
pretty well in all directions. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you involved in that matter? 

Mr. Hagan. I was involved to the degree that the club to which I 
belonged at that time was suspended after having made certain criti- 
cisms prior to a county convention. 

Mr. TavenneR. You mean your club was suspended for criticizing 
the action of the Communist Party ? : 

Mr. Haean. The criticism was partially a criticism of policy, as it 
was applied locally, and partly a criticism of leadership because of 


etn cn LN AEA 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 484] 


their own personal conduct as leaders, and their attitude toward mem- 
bership. 

Mr. Tavenner. J believe I will ask you to describe that whole matter 
to the committee and just what occurred, from the beginning to the 
conclusion of it. 

Mr. Hacan. Well, it was a general practice at that time, prior to a 
county convention, for clubs to engage in what is known as precon- 
vention discussion. 

This discussion is to cover both past activities and policies and newly 
proposed policies and activities of the future. 

The criticism in this particular club, and | understand in at least one 
other, was quite severe toward the undemocratic actions and policies 
of leadership toward the rank and file, and critcism was not accepted 
at all on the part of the leadership. Asa matter of fact, prior to the 
county convention the clubs involved were expelled and the county 
convention was held without the knowledge of the expelled group, with 
the exception of a few people within the group who were associated 
with the county organization. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let’s go back a little. Did your group hold a pre- 
convention meeting and elect delegates to the county—was it the county 
or State convention ? 

Mr. Hagan. County. 

Mr. TavEnneER. To the county convention ? 

Mr. Hagan. Yes, prediscussion conventions were held and delegates 
were elected. 

Mr. Tavenner. And delegates were elected ? 

Mr. Hagan. That is true. 

Mr. TavenneEr. I want by your testimony to demonstrate the so- 
called democratic principles of the procedure of the Communist Party. 
You elected your delegates? 

Mr. Hagan. That is true. 

Mr. TavENNER. What happened to those delegates after they were 
elected ? 

Mr. Hacan. These delegates were not recognized as legitimate dele- 
gates to the convention, and the members of the club who were expected 
to be, and normally would have been, elected as delegates attended the 
county convention ultimately. 

Mr. TAVENNER. In other words, when your group took action in the 
nature of a criticism of the conduct of the Communist Party affairs 
by electing your delegates to the convention to discuss those matters, 
they were not seated as delegates? 

Mr. Haan. No, they were not. As a matter of fact, the club was 
suspended as a result of that. 

Mr. TavenNner. Tell the committee who engineered that. Who was 
it that brought about such a drastic procedure? 

Mr. Hagan. Well, at the time the county organizer of the Com- 
munist Party was Bernadette Doyle, and perhaps I should bring up 
some background. 

Mr. TAvENNER, Yes. 

Mr. Hacan. As I said, it was my experience there was very little 
discipline and the Communist Party was very much of an open affair, 
to my experience anyway, and in San Diego discipline had never been 
successfully applied even after the Duclos article and the changing 
of Communist Party policy as regards to Browder’s program. 
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So with the coming of Bernadette Doyle discipline was to be in- 
voked, and I suppose you might say the party brought up to standard, 
and there was no doubt there was much to criticize in the methods 
that were used, and more or less a dictatorial attitude on the part of 
functionaries in their relations with the rank and file, with very little 
explanation of why this or that was to be. ; 

I mean, it was more or less “this is the way it shall be,” and ask 
no questions. And this was not to the liking or to the way things 
normally are conducted in a democratic organization which claimed to 
have democratic procedure, and in its constitution at the time it made 
certain democratic guaranties toward the membership which at this 
time was completely ignored. 

So in the preconvention discussion and criticism of things that we 
felt were wrong, and in suggestions that were brought up to be pre- 
sented, it was felt that the leadership came under considerable crit- 
icism itself, and it was my opinion that they were unable to accept 
that criticism of the rank-and-file, and, therefore, the clubs were 
suspended and the people they had expected to be elected were not 
elected, which in itself, I suppose, constituted a revolt in their own 
minds on the part of the rank and file in these clubs. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Did you play a part in that revolt? 

Mr. Hagan. At the beginning it was not playing a part, or it was 
not so much being conscious of it until the criticism itself was presented 
by different people, and then I became aware that this dissatisfaction 
existed, and I was quite agreeable to the criticism because my own 
experiences had been enough to tell me that they were legitimate crit- 
icism. 

Mr. TavENNER. Did you express your opinion? 

Mr. Hacan. Yes; I did. 

Mr. 'TAVENNER. What was the result of the expression of opinion 
by you ¢ 

Mr. Hacan. Well, I was accused of being antiparty. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you brought up and tried by the Communist 
Party for it? 

Mr. HaGan. I was invited to attend a hearing, at which time there 
were present those who had been suspended. 

Mr. TAvenNER. Were charges onihawa against you? 

Mr. Hacan. Charges were made, charges that I had conducted anti- 
party activities, which at the time was totally ill founded. 

Mr. Tavenner. Your conduct had been confined to that of criticism 
arising out of the things you have just told the committee? 

Mr. Hagan. Criticism which was made provisions for in the consti- 
tution of the party at that time. 

(At this point Mr. Doyle assumed the chair.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Quite apparently the Communist Party would not 
tolerate criticism. 

Mr. Hacan. I suppose there wasa reason. Part of it was the egotism 
of the local functionaries and their inability to take criticism. 

Mr. Tavenner. What specific charges were presented against you? 

Mr. Hacan. I was charged with having attended meetings with a 
man named Harrison George, who at one time, I think, was an editor, 
or something of the People’s World and later was expelled perhaps 
because he rebelled a bit himself, as I later learned. At the time I was 
not aware that he had been expelled or charges were made. 
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Mr. 'TAvENNER. So you were accused of association ? 

Mr. Hagan. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. With Harrison George? 

Mr. Hacan. That is true. 

Mr. Tavenner. Guilty by association. 

Mr. Hacan. Yes; that is quite true. That is the way it worked. 

Mr. Doyrr. Who did you say Harrison George was? 

Mr. Hacan. He at one time was an official on the People’s World, 
and I later learned after these hearings that he had been expelled 
from the party for not writing something that he had been ordered 
to write which he felt he could not agree with. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is quite interesting, after hearing criticisms by 
the Communist Party against this committee, to find that they 
proceeded against you on the principle of guilt by association. 

Mr. Hacan. That is quite true; they did. 

Mr. 'TaveNNeER. Will you tell us of any other charge that they made 
against you? 

Mr. Haaan. Well, I was charged with reading a letter—a letter by 
Frances Franklin, which I think itself constituted a criticism of party 
policy. However, I had never seen the letter and had heard about it 
probably a day before these hearings. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were charged with having read i 

Mr. Haean. Having read it; yes; that is true. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who prefer red that charge against you? 

Mr. Hacan. As I recall it was Nancy Resenfield, or Rosenfeld, who 
made that charge. She charged me with having read it and said that 
it was antiparty literature, and I asked her was she sure it was anti- 
party literature, and she said “yes,” so I continued to ask her how she 
knew it was, and her reply was that she had been told it was very 
definitely. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would she admit having read it herself? 

Mr. Hagan. I asked her if she had read it. She said “No,” she 
had not. I suppose it would have incriminated her if she had, so she 
didn’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well. Was there any other charge placed 
against you? 

Mr. Haaan. There was no other definite charge. There were gen- 
eral charges of antiparty activity, which at the time were totally 
untrue. 

Mr. TaveNNER. What was the result of these charges as far as you 
were concerned ¢ 

Mr. Hagan. As far as that was concerned, I was being treated very 
much the same as people who they condemned for the same actions, 
you might say. 

Mr. Tavenner. W ell, were you suspended by the party? 

Mr. Haaan. The clubs were suspended the next day after the club 
delegates were elected, and at a later date, without my knowledge, 
the county convention was held and at that time, I understand by 
reading in the Union-Tribune that I was expelled from the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did you return to Communist Party meetings 
at any time after that? 

Mr. Hacan. No; I certainly did not. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Is that the end of your Communist Party expe- 
rience ? 

Mr. Hacan. Yes: that is the end as far as I personally am con- 
cerned. I no longer had any connection with them, nor was I ever 
asked to rejoin. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the date of that occurrence? 

Mr. Haaan. To the best of my memory, I would say it was approxi- 
mately June 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there any other statement you desire to make 
regarding the severance of your connection with the Communist 
Party? rw) 

Mr. Hacan. Well, I suppose that had there been discipline within 
the party that my severance would have been much earlier than it 
was. There were periods between 1943 and 1948 in which I was in- 
active, and my greatest period of activity was between probably some- 
where between 1947 and 1948, and I was active for a short time in 
1943 and 1944. 

Mr. Tavenner. To what extent was the Communist Party suc- 
cessful in your painters’ union ? 

Mr. Hacan. Well, I think that the previous witness, John Lang, 
did a very good and very accurate job of describing what went on 
at the time of his membership and at the time I was also a member 
of the unior with him, and, of course, in 1947 and 1948 they were 
totally ineffective as far as making progress within the union was 
concerned. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I believe that is all I care to ask 
the witness. 

Mr. Dorr. May I ask you just a couple of questions. 

You evidently became self-employed, a contractor in your own right. 

Mr. Hacan. That is quite true. 

Mr. Doyte. In 1946. 

Mr. Hagan. 1944, 

Mr. Dorie. 1944. Even when you became a contractor in your own 
right you stayed in the party until 1948. How do you explain that? 

Mr. Hacan. At that time staying in the party was something that 
was hard to put your finger on actually. My experience was that it 
was very loose. I did not attend hardly any meetings in that period 
of time, and I do not believe I paid dues more than a third of the 
time, and that was at that time when it was collected by someone 
who called on me. 

Mr. Doyrte. But you just said you were inactive during a period of 
years and then became more active in 1947 and 1948. 

Mr. Haaan. In 1947 I returned to the union for a while. I took a 
job with a contractor, and it was a pretty good job, so I worked out 
of the local union for a period of about a year or perhaps less sometime 
in the middle of 1947 to the first part of 1948. At that time I was 
asked to become active in the building trade club of the Communist 
Party, and I did, to a degree. 

Mr. Dorie. What was there, after you had been in and been inactive 
to attract a type of man of your ability to go back in and become 
active even when you were a successful contractor in your own right? 
You were an employer, weren’t you? 
Mr. Hacan. That is correct; I was. 
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Mr. Dorie. Well what was there attractive in that in 1947 and 
1948 to you to make you be more active than you had been before? 

Mr. Hacan. There was no attraction as far as communism itself 
was concerned. It was a program of the Communists within the 
union to have better working conditions and higher wages, and the 

causes in the main were honorable ones, you might say to the best of my 
knowledge anyway, and these people I had known before, and I more 
or less worked with them. 

Mr. Doyir. Have you been in any position since you were expelled 
to do anything to oppose the promulgation of the Communist Party 
principles? 

Mr. Hagan. No; I don’t suppose that I have actually or actively 
opposed the Communist Party. In the past few years I have been 
quite busy making a living for myself and trying to establish myself 
as a businessman, and it has pretty well kept me occupied. 

Mr. Doyir. Well, of course, again you heard me speak to 2 or 3 of 
your young men, to urge you to do something to try to make up to your 
country and your community for the manifest weakness that a person 
had, make up to the Nation for when you were a member of the Com- 
munist conspiracy, although you were apparently not thinking in 
terms of force and violence. 

Mr. Hacan. No; certainly not. 

Mr. Doyte. You certainly were not; I can tell that. 

Let me urge you also to do something vigorous and vigilant to 
counter that subversive cons spiracy of the Communist Party. I invite 
you to do that for your country. I think it would be pleasant for you 
to do it. I know it would be, because I can tell and feel you have a 
great ability that your country needs. 

Mr. Hagan. Thank you. 

Mr. Doytx. Do you have anything else, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir; I do not. 

Mr. Dorie. Have you any other witness? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Doyte. Then the committee will stand in recess until 9 o’clock 
tomorrow morning. 

(Whereupon, at 5:10 p. m., the hearing was adjourned to Wednes- 
day, April 21, 1954, at 9 a. m.) 
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